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My Prayer 


Loving Father, I do pray 

Thou wilt guide me all the way: 
Use my lips to speak Thy praise; 
Show Thy love through all my days. 


I am weak, but Thou art strong; 
Thou dost right but I much wrong; 
Lord, forgive and change my heart, 
Giving strength to do my part. 


God, I’m just a child of Thine, 
Willing all to Thee resign; 
More like Thee, help Thou me grow, 
Blessing others as I go. 
Ward Hartman. 


denominational paper. The denominational school would 
rank high. But while the school ranks high, its work 
is intensive in dealing with groups of young people. 
The denominational paper does a work that is both 
intensive and extensive. It is extensive in the sense 
that it covers the entire territory of the region to which 
it belongs. It is intensive in the sense that it brings 
its message repeatedly from week to week. It is a 
creative force in that it presents a great vision of the 
Kingdom of God and keeps alive the fires of mission- 
ary zeal. Without the denominational paper missions, 
education, orphanages, hospitals and all other interests 
would suffer irreparable loss. The denominational paper 
is the unifying bond in our denominational life. It 
re-enforces every forward movement. 
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MORE LECTURES ON PREACHING 


The Boston University School of The- 
ology Lectures on Preaching bid fair soon 
to rival the Lyman Beecher Lectures given 
at the Yale Divinity School every year. 
The difference thus far is that at Yale the 
whole course of nine lectures each year 
is given by one man, while at Boston Uni- 
versity the course of twelve or fourteen 
lectures is given by different preachers. 
The Boston course was begun in 1928 and 
each year the course has been published 
under the able editorship of President G. 
Bramly Oxnan, of DePauw University. 
The' volume for 1928: “Effective Preach- 
ing” and for 1929: “Creative Preaching” 
were both reviewed on this page when they 
appeared and the present writer commend- 
ed them very heartily to both preachers 
and laymen. The lectures for 1930 have 
just appeared under the title: “Contempo- 
rary Preaching” (The Abingdon Press) 
and the reviewer commends them just as 
emphatically. Surely every preacher will 
want to add them to his library. 


The title: “Contemporary Preaching” is 
a little misleading. These lectures are not 
descriptions of what contemporary preach- 
ing is, but what it ought to be. They are 
all by men who are conspicuously success- 
ful in preaching to the present age. A list 
of these men reveals this fact at once: 
Carl Wallace Petty (“The Homiletical 
Mind”); Raymond Calkins (“The Fullness 
of Preaching”); James Gordon Gilkey 
(“Does the World Still Need Preachers’) ; 
William Stidger (“Geographers of the Spir- 
itual Uplands’); Charles Clayton Morri- 
son (“The Priestly Funetion of the Min- 
ister”); Louis C. Wright (The Preacher’s 
Consciousness of God”); Fred Winslow 
Adams (“The Preacher’s First and Last 
Word”); Albert E. Day (“The Preacher’s 
Stint”); Dan B. Brummitt (“Plowing 
Under”); Elwood Rowsey (“Preaching to 
the Mind and Heart”); Stanley High (“Is 
Religion Good News?’); Bishop Edgar 
Blake (“Effective Preaching’); and Hal- 
ford HK, Luccock (“Some Assets for Preach- 
ing in the Life of Today”). 


A TWO-WEEKS’ SCHOOL FOR PEACE 
MAKERS 


“The Churches can end war in our time 
if’—they will take the trouble to do so. 
And a very important part of the trouble 
which must be taken is to learn the facts. 
“Knowledge is power.” Pious platitudes 
about the beauty of peace have little effect 
on grim economic facts. He who would be 
a Christian statesman in his own com- 
munity must learn these facts, and be 
able to act accordingly, in the spirit of 
Christ. 

An Institute of International Relations, 
intended to give exactly this needed train- 
ing, will be held by the American Friends 
Service Committee, from June 6 to 20, 1931, 
at Haverford College, Haverford, Pa. 

There will be three basic courses offered, 
with classes each day, on the Economic, 
Political, and Spiritual Aspects of the 
struggle for World Peace. Herbert F. 
Fraser, professor of Economics at Swarth- 
more College, will give the first course; 
Edward W. Evans, instructor in Interna- 
tional Law at University of Pennsylvania, 
the second; while the spiritual aspects will 
be presented-by Leyton Richards, pastor of 
the Carr’s Lane Church, Birmingham, Eng- 
land, and Henry J. Cadbury, professor of 
Biblical Literature at Bryn Mawr College. 
The courses are concentrated, but complete, 
and of college grade. 

Besides these basic courses, there will be 
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One cannot well analyze a symposium, 
for each writer dwells upon the phase of 
truth that seems most vital to him and 
it is not always closely related to what his 
fellow writers are saying. Yet there are 
two or three things which practically every 
contributor to these lectures more or less 
emphasizes. Thus, one finds running all 
through these lectures the conviction that 
if contemporary preaching is anywhere a 
failure it is because the preacher is deal- 
ing with trivial subjects instead of the 
great foundation truths and discussing side 
issues instead of the great vital issues of 
all times. It is a strange idea that some 
preachers have that people are attracted 
by bizarre and clever preaching, whereas 
practically all the preachers who reach the 
multitudes are men who preach each Sun- 
day on the greatest themes that concern 
the human soul—God, Christ and His Sal- 
vation, Redemption, Judgment, Heaven 
and Hell, Grace, Power, Peace and Hope 
from God, The Meaning of Life, Eternity 
—such subjects as these are the subjects 
the modern man is thinking of, as witness 
the magazines, books, plays, novels that 
are flooding the world. These are the sub- 
jects people are interested in. 

Another common note in these lectures 
is that the preacher of today must speak 
with authority. He would better not preach 
if he has not got something he can say 
with just as much authority as the older 
preachers had. This note of authority 
seems missing in much contemporary 
preaching and the people feel that their 
preacher is simply groping after truth in 
company with them. But it is not the 
preacher’s business to lead a congregation 
in the quest of truth. That is the scholar’s 
business. The preacher is supposed to 
have found the truth before he mounts 
the pulpit. He is a prophet, not a com- 
panion in truth-seeking with his congrega- 
tion. This note of authority is lacking in 
much contemporary preaching and is play- 
ing havoe with the people. We must re- 
gain it. Our seat of authority may be 
other than that of our fathers but we must 
have the same note of authority in our 


a special course in the technique of creat- 
ing attitudes of good-will in local groups 
and communities. Current International 
Issues will be discussed, and the effects of 
Military Training on World Peace. Tucker 
Smith, secretary of the Committee on Mili- 
tarism in Education, and Dr. A. G. God- 
dard, executive secretary of the World 
Peace Commission of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, will be among the leaders on 
these subjects. 


The plan of the Institute will be the 
usual one of the classes in the morning, 
recreation and fellowship in the afternoon, 
lectures in the evening. Among the eve- 
ning speakers will be James G. MacDonald, 
chairman of the Foreign Policy Associa- 
tion; Frederick J. Libby, executive secre- 
tary of the National Council for Preven- 
tion of War; Norman Thomas, executive 
secretary of the League for Industrial 
Democracy; William I. Hull, professor of 
History in Swarthmore College, and well- 
known writer on world peace and arbitra- 
tion; and Rabbi Fineshriber, whose topic 
will be “Religion’s Stake in World Peace.” 


Men are looking to the Churches for spir- 
itual leadership in the tremendous world 
problems of today. Many ministers need 
exactly the definite and comprehensive in- 
formation which will be presented in this 
Institute, in order to enable them to take 
their proper places as spiritual statesmen 
in their communities. Sunday school teach- 


Most of the writers in this book 


voice, 
are agreed that the final seat of authority 
is two-fold, Jesus Christ and the experi- 


ence of God in one’s own soul. If these 
two do not possess one absolutely then it 
is useless to try to preach. 

One other thing all are agreed upon and 
that is that unless the preacher has a real 
gospel, “Good-news”, there is little hope 
for him gaining a hearing in these days. 
People will not go to Church to hear es- 
says or discussions of themes of any kind. 
All this is being discussed in a thousand 
magazines and papers. Even the daily 
papers are full of it. But where a preacher 
mounts a pulpit and proclaims good news 
for everybody in this world that is so 
swamped every day with bad news he will 
get a hearing. Mr. High raises this point 
very interestingly in his lecture: “Is Reli- 
gion Good News?” and very rightly says 
that if it is not then the Church ought to 
go out of business. Mr. High also sounds 
a warning here. It is to the effect that 
those preachers who boast of their Modern- 
ism should beware less in their open- 
mindedness to all things they believe no 
one thing terrifically and have no real 
gospel. Here are two or three rather mo- 
mentous words: “It should have a salu- 
tary effect upon us who boast of our 
Modernism that it is chiefly in Funda-— 
mentalist circles that the Church seems 
to retain its fullest measure of vitality. 
The Fundamentalists may outrage our sci- 
entific attitude toward the material world, 
but they more than most Modernists, ap- 
pear to be able to get things done in a 
practical, life-changing way in the world 
that is spiritual. As Modernists we are so 
open-minded that no one knows exactly 
what we believe today, and every one is 
certain that we will believe something else 
tomorrow.” If the days come that the 
people say to each other about the preach- 
er: “Why bother with him? He does not 
know any more about our worries and 
doubts than we do and has no answer to 
the riddle of life,” then preaching is done 
for. 

Frederick Lynch. 


ers, theological students, Christian Associa- 
tion workers, leaders of boys’ and girls’ 
clubs, all would find this Institute invalu- 
able. The peace workers of a community 
might well develop trained leadership 
among themselves by sending a representa- 
tive to the Institute. 


The rates of the Institute will compare 
favorably with those of other Institutes 
and Summer Schools. For further infor- 
mation, write to the American Friends’ 
Service Committee, 20 South Twelfth St., 
Philadelphia, Pa. It should be mentioned, 
perhaps, that this Institute is to be imme- 
diately followed by a similar one intended 
especially for teachers and others inter- 
ested in education. This will have the same 
basic courses and some of the same evening 
lecturers. Dr. William H. Kilpatrick, pro- 
fessor of the Philosophy of Education at 
Teachers’ College, New York City, will give 
a course of five lectures on “How Attitudes 
Are Created.” 


EASTER GREETING 


Every Easter brings to us a new mes- 
sage of joy and, gladness. The fact of 
Christ’s Resurrection becomes more po- 
tent every year, calling us to higher sery- 
ice, giving us new inspiration and filling 
us with greater hopes. 

The (Church of Christ has awakened to_ 
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SPRINGTIME AND FLOWERS 


For some sections at least, Spring came to us on the 21st 
of March like a laughing maiden, overflowing with sunshine 
and an atmosphere of warmth that was most welcome. Un- 
fortunately, the next day came with its clouds and biting 
winds, showing us that so often 

“The Spring is like a young maid 
That does not know her mind.” 

Nevertheless, the presence of Spring has been attested 
by the many early Spring flowers, that have been lifting 
up their heads to the sun during the past several days. 

Set in the midst of this season of nature’s awakening, 
there has been a wondrously beautiful floral display in the 
Commercial Museum, this city, from the 16th to the 21st 
of March. In this large building there were grouped acres 
of plants, trees, shrubbery and flowers, forming an array 
of artistic beauty that beggars description. 

As we entered this great hall, we found on either side of 
us massive collections of feathery acacias. On down the 
aisle were hundreds of orchids, so delicate in shape and 
color, that one wondered how it was possible to move them 
from their accustomed places of shelter, without destroying 
them. Up and down we wandered, along one aisle after 
the other, all the while being jostled by a good-natured 
crowd that numbered 20,000 on the day of our visit. 

Long-stemmed nodding roses, with a wealth of many 
colors, greeted us on many sides. Sweet peas in a score of 
pastel colors, daffodils, tulips, hyacinths, amaryllis, azaleas, 
cyclamen, hydrangeas, trees with opening magnolias, and 
other trees with flowers that were strangers to us, formed 
a mass of beauty and charm that compassed us round and 
about. Then too there were rock gardens with tumbling 
water-falls and lily ponds; tables set with covers for 4 or 
more adorned with cut flowers. While our bodies and eyes 
grew weary with the looking, we counted ourselves for- 
tunate in being able to visit this scene of beauty, and to 
call all doubly unfortunate, who might have been there but 


remained away. 
—A. M. S. 
ee 


A PRAYER OF SOCIAL REPENTANCE 


O holy Father, walk with us through our perplexed and 
cruel world, that we may more and more see each other as 


members of one body and learn the arts of tenderness. 


Our little ones make money on the corners of our 
crowded streets and at the cheap price of two cents for one 
newspaper we buy the soul of a boy. On the farm and in 
the mill our tawdry jokes besmirch their innocence and 
our lust for wealth twists their ambitions until they stand 
before us all awry. Our moving picture palaces are made 
hovels of uncleanliness for the sake of a price, and color 
and sound become sirens offending our children with lewd 
but tuneful voices. Such things belong not to Thy home, 
O God, and their fruits are bitter upon our tongues. 

Hide not Thyself from our homes, though we hang their 
walls with pictures of unholy pleasure and refuse to share 
with Thee the hard but blessed costs of creation. Fill our 
imaginations with the beauty of such a home as was once 
in far-off Bethany, that we may learn to choose with Mary 
the better part and to make our houses musical with songs 
of pure and courageous aspiration, 

We fear to walk with Thee the painful fields of battle, 
where we have killed our brothers amidst shouting and 
praying and boasted of our bloody victories. In Thy pres- 
ence, the veils fall from our eyes. Our ears hear the blood 
of our kinsmen crying from the ground. Suffer us not to 
run away from these cries, until we have learned to love 
our brothers utterly and to forswear forever the fratricidal 
sword. 

Teach us how to look upon these lines upon lines of men 
who would work but can find no room. These are Thy 
messengers, O God, bidding us beware of our cherished 
ways of ordering a world and calling us with a million 
voices to build anew the workshops and the marketplaces 
and the trade routes of our time. Forbid that we should 
find contentment in the hope of renewed prosperity in this 
our present building, and point the way to the larger and 
more brotherly house that is Thy Kingdom. 

“Bring to an end, O Lord, the inhumanity of the present, 
in which all men are ridden by the pale fear of want while 
the nation of which they are citizens sits throned amid the 
wealth of their making; when the manhood of some is 
cowed by helplessness, while the soul of others is surfeited 
and sick with power which no frail son of the dust should 
wield. May we, who now live, see the oncoming of the 
great day of God, when all men shall stand side by side in 
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equal worth and real freedom, all toiling and all reaping, 
masters of nature but brothers of men, exultant in the tide 
of the common life, and jubilant in the adoration of Thee, 
the source of their blessings and the Father of all.” 
—F. D. W. 
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YOUNG FOLKS—AND BOOZE 


Mr. Arthur Brisbane is said to be the best paid editorial 
writer in the world. Sometimes when we are tempted to 
get blue, we read a few of his editorials, and we confess 
it cheers us not a little. Somehow we cannot help saying: 
“If the best paid of all editors can say things as foolish 
as that, there is hope for the rest of us.” 

Writing of the slow progress of moral ideals, Mr. Bris- 
bane said the other day: “Fifteen years ago Prohibitionists 
were telling you: ‘Our young people will grow up knowing 
nothing about whiskey, not interested in it.’ Look at them 
now, each with a whiskey bottle hidden away in his or her 
clothing.” One wonders, to be sure, if this is to be taken 
seriously or is intended to be funny. Just what sort of 


voung people, if any, does Mr. Brisbane associate with?. 


If we were to reply that, in the set we know, not more 
than one-half of one per cent have whiskey bottles in their 
clothing, Mr. B. would probably accuse us of hyperbole. 
Nevertheless the statement would be far more accurate 
than his. We go further and say it is shameful for any 
man to broadcast such a libel on the young men and women 
of America, who in so many ways have higher ideals than 
the older generation now in control of newspapers and poli- 
tics, of big business and diplomacy. 

We thank Mr. Brisbane for admitting, however, that 
slow as moral progress may seem, it finally arrives. ‘You 
can’t hatch a hen’s egg in ten days,” he says; “but the egq 
does hatch.” It is rather much to expect the whisky habit 
to disappear in eleven years, especially when so many older 
folks continue to set the worst possible example to the 
young. But we are making progress, and we shall some day 
arrive. 
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MOVIE PROGRESS 


During the last two years there have undoubtedly been 
more damaging and widely spread criticisms of moving pic- 
tures than ever before, on the part of religious groups, civic 
and educational agencies, and individual leaders of public 
opinion. How have Messrs. Hays and Milliken, President 
and Secretary, respectively, of the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers and Distributors of America, Inc., reacted to all 
these criticisms—many of them decidedly serious and un- 
questionably sincere? 

Speaking just the other day of the possibility that motion 
picture versions of Shakespeare’s plays may be produced, 
Mr. Hays characterized as “false and baseless” the charges 
made by critics of American-made films that they are “evil 
and salacious, and corrupt the morals not only of American 
audiences but of those in foreign lands.” With regard to 
foreign debarment of American-made films, Mr. Hays as- 
serted that “no intelligent observer has failed to see that 
in the vast majority of instances, organized rumors and re- 
ports of objection abroad to American pictures are merely 
the expression of intense national trade rivalries,” and he 
concludes with the boast that “the moral plane in the mo- 
tion picture industry was never so high as it is today.” 

Mr. Milliken was even more incisive in addressing the 
Economic Club of Portland, Maine, on March 21st, when 
he claimed that “the trend in pictures is constantly upward, 
in intelligence, in art, and in wholesomeness,” and asserts 
that “Pulpiteers who attack motion pictures as ‘social sew- 
age’ misrepresent religious opinion in the United States.” 
After complimenting certain Church leaders who are par- 
ticipating in the movement to “raise the community values 
of motion pictures,’ Mr. Milliken added: “The occasional 
movie baiter does no harm to the industry, which improves 
pictures in_spite of him. He does great harm to the Church, 
which he misrepresents. His statements put Church opin- 
ion in a false light. They drive away from the Church, 
and from confidence in the Church, the virile, intellectually 
excited younger generation, which seeks avidly for some- 
thing to accomplish, something to inspire, and which has a 
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healthy contempt for anachronistic attitudes and senile 
jeremiads.” 

Meanwhile, Philadelphia’s fearless Director of Public 
Safety, Major Schofield, told the Philadelphia Methodist 
Conference that unquestionably the motion picture as we 
have it today is one of the principal causes of crime and 
juvenile degeneracy. In this judgment thousands of thought- 
ful people fully concur. We merely remark that as long 
as Messrs. Hays and Milliken appear to be satisfied with 
the present status of the silver screen and impervious to 
the volume of adverse criticism from so many leaders in 
the religious and educational world concerning the pictures 
and the filthy advertisements, it is hardly to be expected 
that they will make very serious efforts to improve the 
conditions now existing. Their blindness to the facts, 
whether genuine or assumed, is likely in the end to prove 
the greatest possible disservice to the industry which pays 
their salaries. Instead of sneering at consecrated men who 
dare to expose the movie menace as “anachronistic and 
senile pulpiteers,’ it would be better for them to devote 
themselves to the task of putting into effect the high-sound- 
ing moral codes they issued many weary months ago. Those 
codes seem to have been “lost without trace.” 
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WORTH THINKING ABOUT 


Sometimes it is difficult to recognize the followers of the 
meek and lowly Nazarene, because they are found in sur- 
roundings so unlike those to which the Master Himself was 
accustomed; and even for their most spiritual enterprises 
the meetings of Christian people are so often characterized 
by luxurious appointments which seem out of harmony 
with the ideals and principles of a religion of humility and 
self-denial. 

Dr. Halford Luccock of Yale Divinity School does not 
hesitate to say some very unpopular things with regard to 
the worldly meeting-places of Church conferences and vari- 
ous religious assemblies. In his usual trenchant style he 
asks: “Why does not someone raise the question as to why 
every conference on religious matters has to be held in one 
of these modern monuments to mammon, the typical Juxuri- 
ous hotel? We have had a decade of earnest conferences 
held in the upholstered atmosphere of overstuffed furni- 
ture, gold spittoons, and all the other equipment of a glori- 
fied speak-easy. Why not raise the question whether there 
ever could have been a Pentecost if the Apostles had been 
meeting on the fourteenth floor of the Mammon Hotel in 
the crystal ballroom? You can be sure that at the first 
rushing of a mighty wind the whole bunch would have 
been chucked out into the street. As a matter of fact, while 
there are lots of draughts in a modern hotel, I doubt 
whether or not the wind of the Spirit could get in. Our 
custom of rushing to the meeting place of the Lions and 
the Chambers of Commerce and the Admen’s Club makes 
the results of religious conferences held in such a place 
on a level with the palaver that comes out of the other 
gatherings. Pentecost in the Ritz-Carolton!” 

Altogether apart from the question as to whether the 
followers of Christ are not entitled to the best of everything, 
one may well give serious thought, also, to the matter of 
expense. In a recent magazine article on “the foremost 
living Christians,” the name of Edwin Markham, the poet, 
was fittingly included. Mr. Markham was once asked why 
he seemed so uneasy when he was taken to a hotel for a 
rather luxurious meal. He replied, as simply as a child: 
“T cannot bear to be sitting down to this wasteful meal when 
I think of the thousands of people on earth who do not 
have enough to eat. Why do we not eat in some more 
moderate place and save the money for others? I do not 
believe, if we are followers of the lowly Nazarene and 
take Him seriously, that we have any right to eat more 
than necessity requires.” 

A certain amount of heartsearching along these lines 


should be of profit. 
ie ey he 


THE JUGGERNAUT SPEEDS ON 


The ghastly list of motor car casualties continues to grow. 
In the eighteen months we participated in the devastating 
World War, there were 50,500 Americans killed in action 
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or who died of wounds; but in the last eighteen months, 
50,900 have been killed in our country by automobiles, more 
fatalities than the War brought us. In the single year of 
1930, the terrible list of automobile casualties in the United 
States stands as follows: killed, 32,500; injured, 960,000. 

With the increase in the number both of cars and good 
roads, and therefore the growing temptation to violate the 
speed laws, one trembles to think of the future. And in 
a machine age like ours, we can well understand the good 
‘sense of the question raised by the Watchman-Exanuner : 
“Who would dare estimate the record of dead and wounded 
if we had a saloon on every corner?” So, dreadful as the 


record is, we suppose one should be glad it is not worse. 
eit Le 


ABSENTEE LANDLORDISM 

The Rev. Raymond H. Palmer, Unitarian pastor of Lynn, 
Mass., says that “Unitarians do not go to Church, and are 
proud of it,” and his denomination is “under the curse of 
absentee landlordism,” the minister being hired and fired 
by officials who have habitually failed to attend the services 
-of the sanctuary, Mr. Palmer believes that every minister 
‘should talk to his people something like this: “I have come 
here to be the servant of the members of this Church, but 
I cannot honestly look upon people who never or seldom 
come to Church, as actually members of my congregation, 
or as having any right to advise with me about the conduct 
-of my ministry. I want to be told how to do my work 
better, but that advice must come from those who attend 
Church, and I will take it from no others. I will consider 
sincerely and seriously every bit of counsel that is given 
about my ministry by those who are attendants, and we 
shall work together as mutual partners in a great enterprise ; 
‘but there is to be one criterion of Church membership, and 
-one only, that is, faithful attendance at the services of the 
Church. It has always seemed to me to be the height of 
folly to elect anyone to a Church office in the hope that 
he will come to services after he has been thus elected. It 
is very bad Churchmanship. There have been, of course, 
times when it has worked, but generally it does not. Often 
the result is an official board, the members of which do 
not know the people who do come to Church, do not under- 
stand what the minister is driving at in his work, and 
‘consequently the administration of the Church is carried 
on by persons who are astoundingly ignorant of what is 
actually happening.” — 

We prefer to leave it to our readers to decide whether 
such a sad state of affairs ever exists in a congregation of 
the Reformed Church. 

PRI he 
CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP 

The stewardship practiced by the early Christians was 
not a matter of substracting a certain percentage from 
abundant incomes and giving this fraction to their needy 
comrades. It was rather a whole-hearted sharing of small 
‘possessions in the interest of the part of the Christian 
family that happened to be in direst need. Our present 
stewardship campaigns will avoid the grave danger of de- 
feating their own high ends only by keeping the human 
motive ever before the institutional motive. In these days 
of rapid and expensive church building it would be all too 
-easy to allow ourselves to be so carried away with the needs 
of our institutions as to neglect the deeper and more signifi- 
cant needs of God’s people. 

No really Christian stewardship can be uncritical of the 
processes by which wealth accumulates in our industrial 
civilization. The followers of Jesus who have set their 
faces steadfastly toward the Beloved Community will cry 
-aloud when the so-called Power Trust or any other group 
‘presume to mis-educate the children in the public schools 
for the furtherance of their own selfish ends. They will 
protest with understanding but with vigor against the 
appalling waste of natural resources that has recently char- 
acterized the soft coal industry. The resources of the 
-earth are God’s gift to His whole family, and attempts to 
appropriate them for private profits are unmistakable sins 
-against the family spirit. rey 

It would certainly be an irretrievable mistake if, in our 
-concern for the maintenance of well-equipped, beautiful 
-and influential institutions, we should allow our ethical 
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evaluations of the present society to become clouded. Even 
if we incline to the modern view that there is no such 
thing as tainted money we cannot escape the fact that there 
are many tainted processes of acquiring wealth and power. 
To share in the vaunted wealth of the times, with no proph- 
etic proclamation concerning the foundations upon which 
that wealth is reared, might make the Church temporarily 
powerful, but would be sure in the end to leave us bereft 
of spiritual vigor, 

If stewardship is to succeed in placing all the things of 
our world at the service of the free spirits of men, it must 
with clearer vision see the earth, not only as the gift of 
God, but as the body of God! When we can look upon its 
precious ores and its fruitful soil and hear the Father say, 
“This is my body, which is broken for you,” we will be on 
the way to employ them reverently and fraternally in the 
boly communion of mankind. 


esas —F. D. W. 
THESE ARE WORTH WHILE 


Here are a few of the newer books we have just read 
with real profit and which we can unreservedly commend to 
you: I. “The Little Hill Farm; or Cruisings in Old Scho- 
harie,” by Dr. John Van Schaick, Jr., Editor of the Chris- 
tian Leader. We have written before of the delight in 
store for those who go cruising with “Johannes.” In this 
charming description of wanderings in a fascinating region, 
he has if possible surpassed himself—and that is high 
praise. We cannot understand how any normal, sensible 
person could fail to enjoy such a book. II. “Facing North,” 
by the Rev. O. G. Herbrecht, which is “the record of ‘the 
Bunch’ at Elder Memorial as they faced together the Trail 
of the Jesus Way.” Here is a heroic appeal to youth, in 
stories which would appeal to all that is best in boys and 


all who are interested in boys. 
Pe 
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THE PARABLE OF CASUAL CONVERSATION 


The Penman must hie himself forth unto the street ever 
so frequently each day, to attend to business and to Mingle 
with Men. The limit of speech with his neighbors is not 
confined to the weather alone. Men open converse and he 
must needs follow their leads. And it runneth thus: 

One man, a drug addict, bewails the loss of business and 
of health, but has 87 varieties of verbal lies and subterfuges 
to avoid mention of the Habit that has clutched him by the 
throat. He Whines. 

A merchant grown morose because of ill health converses 
in negatives and Slams Everybody and Everything. He 
is Voluble. 

A group of youngsters discuss cars and roadhouses, with 
occasional references to high-powered beer, to shock the 
Man of God. They are Sophisticated and Hard-boiled. 

A lady passes the time o’ day and would know where to 
pay her contribution to the Red Cross. She is a bit Apolo- 
getic. 

A patriarchal father deplores the cost of living among 
the young ’uns and persists in speaking about the good old 
days of long ago. He is Senile. 

An artist stops to pass comment on certain other artists 
and his conversation is technical but most interesting. He 
is Jolly. 

A railroader wearing a cap and leather gloves sets down 
his dinner pail and rehearses the last Amos ’n’ Andy court 
proceedings. He Chuckles until the Elks’ emblem on his 
watch-chain dances for joy. 

A local Racounteur has a story to relate. He laughs at 
it himself. He is a Bore—for his stock in trade is limited 
to 14 stories. 

Is it not a fine provision the Creator has made in that 
we forget much of what we hear? Alas, that men should 
forget the sermon as readily as the story! 
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It is frequently charged that the Amer- 
ican people are noted for their greed for 
money. The vast majority, however, seek 
money simply because they need it to live 
and to provide for their families. But a 
certain number exercise all their energies 
and ingenuity for the acquirement of 
money in large amounts. They plan and 
conspire with one another for the purpose 
of getting possession of “millions.” They 
do not mean to earn them, but to win them 
by shrewd under-handed and over-handed 
management. ‘Corporations pay their offi- 
cers and managers large salaries, and some 
of them additionally distribute bonuses 
among them. As a rule these things be- 
long to the secrets of the company. But 
at a court trial a few months ago it was 
revealed that the president of a steel com- 
pany had the previous year received a 
bonus of $1,600,000. What the other bene- 
ficiaries of the company received is not 
known. By such large emoluments mil- 
lionaires are made. 

There are hundreds of public utility 
companies of many different kinds scat- 
tered throughout the country—light, heat, 
water, and other companies. Wherever 
possible they combine and assess upon the 
people as high rates as they will bear. The 
aim is to take from the consumers and 
users aS much as possible and to enrich 
the owners and officers and managers of 
the company. Lawyers are employed at 
large salaries to guide the managers to 
do all the law allows and more, and yet 
evade the legal prohibitions. The demands 
of justice and righteousness are ignored. 
In many cases the people are overcharged 
for their privileges, and the few are over- 
paid. It is thus that more millionaires are 
made. 

Men have become wealthy by defrauding 
the national government; others by de- 
frauding the state government; and still 
others by defrauding the city government. 
Men do not hesitate to accumulate wealth 
by dishonest means. Our prosperity and 
progress as a nation have been a marvel 
to other countries. Our growth in popula- 
tion and wealth has been largely due to 
our tariff system. The system has at times 
been abused; instead of a tariff for pro- 
tection it has in some instances become a 
tariff for larger profits, enabling individ- 
uals to amass large wealth. Large sums 
of money are employed in Washington by 
lobbyists in favor of some special laws, 
and candidates for high offices spend hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars for their 
nomination and election. Politicians be- 
come wealthy. A movement has lately set 
in for the combination of wealth. Rail- 
roads are uniting, manufacturing establish- 
ments are uniting, banks are uniting, other 
interests are uniting, chain stores are grow- 
ing. This movement may be beneficial to 
the people. It remains to be seen. It may 
be an additional means for the accumula- 
tion of the wealth of the nation in the 
hands of the few. The probability is that 
the incomes of the officers and managers 
of these larger concerns will be greatly 
increased and that the owners will receive 
larger dividends. As long as men and 
women are controlled by the idea that 
money is the most valuable possession of 
life, so long will the rich strive to become 
richer, 

Some men’s services are worth more than 
those of others and are fairly and justly 
entitled to larger remuneration. No one 
will deny this. But there is after all a 
limit to this inequality. It is not fair or 

‘right that one man should receive out of 
a concern $5 a day and another $500. Tt 
is not fair nor right that a few should 
receive their thousands out of the social 
fabrie and the many scarcely enough to 
live and provide for their families. It 
may be said that outside of fraudulent and 
criminal transactions the rich obtain their 
large wealth legitimately. They carry on 
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according to the law of the land. A man 
has the legal right to purchase a block of 
stock at a low figure and make a fortune 
by selling it at a much higher figure. A 
corporation has the right under the law to 
pay its officers as high salaries as it pleases. 
None the less, the sense of righteousness 
in the hearts of the people is violated by 
the large inequalities. As these words are 
written, the report comes from Washing- 
ton that 504 persons receive an annual in- 
come of over a million dollars. <A larger 
number have an income of over a hundred 
thousand dollars. These live in luxury and 
waste, while millions are struggling to find 
shelter and food for their families. This 
is not right. Yet the condition exists under 
the law. But there is a higher law than 
constitutions and statutes: there is a law 
of righteousness. 


It is not right that the wealth of the 
country should be gathered into the hands 
of the few. It is not right that there 
should be a hundred millionaires and at 
the same time a million men, women and 
children unable to enjoy the ordinary com- 
forts of life. The law of righteousness 
written upon the hearts of men and women 
cries out against such a condition, In times 
of prosperity, when the masses are making 
a fair living, they are not much concerned 
about the emoluments of the rich. But 
when adversity comes, as it has come in 
1930 and 1931, when millions of men can- 
not find any employment, when their fam- 
ilies must depend upon charity or go hun- 
gry and naked, then the inequality between 
rich and poor will be keenly felt; then the 
law of righteousness will assert itself. 
There are times when men become desper- 
ate. In former ages nations were under 
the rule of royal aristocracies. Of late 
crowns have tumbled and aristocracies have 
been scattered. Will the people of the 
United States tolerate an aristocracy of 
wealth? It is doubtful. Danger is lurk- 
ing in the present tendency of accumulat- 
ing large money in the hands of the shrewd 
and worldly wise. 


The government of Russia was conduct- 
ed in conformity to the laws and customs 
of a monarchical system. The rulers and 
judges claimed the right under the law 
for their course of action. But many per- 
sons suffered grievous wrongs. When any 
complained and begged for righteous treat- 
ment, they were charged with treason, con- 
demned, imprisoned or banished—or per- 
chance executed. The Czar and his aris- 
tocracy did not realize that an extensive 
and deep-seated opposition to their regime 
was growing up in the hearts of the people. 
When the opportunity arose, it broke forth 
in great fury and violence. The Czar and 
the aristocrats were ruthlessly killed or 
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A GOVERNOR SPEAKS 


Governor John G. Pollard, of Virginia, 
in a recent address said: “Many years ago 
a great American said: “Reverence for law 
ought to be taught in the schools and col- 
leges. Let it be written in primers, spell- 
ing books and almanaes; let it be preached 
from the pulpits and proclaimed in legis- 
lative halls, and let it become the political 
religion of the nation.’ The saloon has 
passed away, gone forever, I trust. This 
was a great achievement, but the boot- 
legger has taken the saloonkeeper’s place, 
and he too, must be driven out. We have 
won a great battle, but we have not won 
the war. The Churches must take a strong- 
er stand against the purchasing of intoxi- 
cating liquors, which cannot be lawfully 
bought for beverage purposes. The man 
who patronizes the bootlegger, though not 
necessarily amenable to the law, is yet 
morally a partner in erime with the boot- 
legger. This thought should be driven 
home from every pulpit.” 
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banished, and a new order was instituted. 
What the Soviets will make of their goy- 
ernment remains to be seen. The people of 
Russia at the present time are not without 
employment or without food, though they 
are enduring various privations. 

When the present period of business de- 
pression set in, the President, bankers, bus- 
iness men and politicians united in declar- 
ing it only a temporary disturbance that 
would soon give way to our usual prosper- 
ity. We are now well on in the second 
year of inactivity and unemployment, with 
practically no definite indication of im- 
provement. Many men have assigned many 
causes of the condition. They may all be 
right and may all be wrong. The present 
state may be the result of inward forces 
operating for years. If so it is a constitu- 
tional illness that unless cured will produce 
other evils in the future. At any rate, 
threatening dangers are involved in the 
enormous wealth of individuals. How are 
they to be avoided? 


The remedy must be found in the prac- 
tice of righteousness. THE HIGHER LAW 
MUST BE GIVEN SWAY. Let rulers, law- 
makers, civil courts and business under all 
its forms and phases be brought into sub- 
jection to the requirements of right. Let 
the higher law which holds in the con- 
science and the true intelligence of men 
and women be allowed to assert itself. Let 
right be done in all things. 


Here is where the mission of the Church 
comes in. She lives and moves and has 
her being in the bosom of human society. 
She is in the world and though not of the 
world she must meet her responsibility in 
the world and to the world. She bears in 
her hands the Gospel of Jesus Christ, which 
alone is able to make the people wise unto 
the life that now is and is to come. It is 
her privilege and her duty to view all gen- 
eral and particular conditions among men 
in the light of the Gospel and pass judg- 
ment upon them. In my opinion what the 
people in our country especially need at 
the present time is the Church functioning 
as a prophet of the Lord to proclaim in 
tones of thunder the dire consequences of 
unrighteousness. It inevitably results soon- 
er or later in moral ruin. It corrupts pri- 
vate life, social life, business life, political. 
life, national life. It vitiates minds and 
hearts and the consciences and souls of 
men. It causes the failure of human life. 


This does not mean that ministers of the 
Gospel are to meddle with laws and gov- 
ernment and all kinds of business trans- 
actions, but it does mean that they shall 
preach righteousness in all things to Church 
people and non-Church people so clearly 
and forcibly that the hearers will make all 
necessary applications. When a student 
at Mercersburg, I heard the late Dr. E. E. 
Higbee say to the class in homiletics that 
on one occasion he preached to his con- 
gregation on the subject of “Suger-coated 
Sins,” and in his sermon described the sale 
of a pair of shoes in a way and manner not 
ethical. Not long afterwards, a merchant 
said to him: “Who informed you of that 
sale of shoes I made?” “No one, I knew 
nothing about it.” It devolves upon the 
Chureh, by the preaching and practice of 
the Gospel, to create a public sentiment in 
favor of righteousness. She must destroy 
the sentiment that the greatest value of 
life holds in the money possessed. Poverty 
has its dangers; but the dangers of riches 
are immensely greater. If the ministers 
of the Gospel from one end of the country 
to the other from year to year were to 
preach and emphasize righteousness in all 
things, present conditions would no doubt 
be greatly improved. Righteousness ex- 
alteth a nation, and righteousness exalteth 
the individual. But it must be preached 
with power, and practiced as earnestly as 
possible by those who preach. 
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God: A Discussion of the Fountain Source of Power 
For the Local Church 


By DEAN ALBERT C. KNnupson, in “World Service News” 


Belief in God is the first and most basal 
affirmation of Christianity, and not only 
of Christianity but of all the higher reli- 
gions of the world. 

To begin with, religious belief was 
vague. It had no clearly defined object. 
A mysterious impersonal power, that mani- 
fested itself in various extraordinary ways, 
was what people believed in. Later this 
power was broken up into a large number 
of individual souls, called demons and 
spirits, whom people feared or loved. Still 
later the spirits were enlarged into gods 
whom people could trust; and thus arose 
polytheism or the belief in many gods. 
Finally out of this belief grew monotheism 
or the belief in one God. 


Monotheism Emerges 


By far the most remarkable, the most 
impressive and the most significant form 
that monotheism has taken is that repre- 
sented by the Bible and the Christian 
Church. There we have a God who is not 
only a universal Being but a personal and 
moral deity, a deity who stands alone and 
tolerates no other gods beside Him. This 
rigorous ethical monotheism is so unique 
and it developed under conditions so 
striking and unparalleled that Hebrews, 
Christians, and Mohammedans alike at- 
tribute its origin to divine revelation. 
Outwardly we can trace its history and 
development just as we trace the history 
and development of any pagan religion, 
but back of the outward development there 
was, we believe, a divine Spirit that di- 
rected the course of events and that in- 
spired the hearts and the minds of Israel’s 
seers. Be that however as it may, there 
is no monotheistic faith comparable to that 
of the Hebrew and Christian Seriptures. 

In the religions of the Far East there are 
universal gods, but they are for the most 
part thought of in vague, impersonal terms. 
They have no definite moral and personal 
character. And in popular belief they are 
linked up with other subordinate deities. 
It is the latter whom the people actually 
worship. They may profess belief in one 
universal Deity that embraces the whole 
world, and in this sense they are panthe- 
ists; but their faith is actually directed 
toward the many lesser gods and in this 
respect they are polytheists. Pantheism is 
usually associated with polytheism, and to- 
gether they have weakened the moral fibre 
of mankind. They have generated a mys- 
tical feeling toward the universe, and this 
is to their credit. But they have awak- 
ened no great moral passion, they have 
stimulated no great moral reforms. Their 
tendency has been to cast the halo of 
sanctity over the established customs of 
the past and thus to bar the way to social 
progress. — 

Ceremonies Incidental 


By way of contrast with this, the ethical 
monotheism of the Hebrew prophets brush- 
ed aside all rites and ceremonies as essen- 
tial elements in religion and laid almost 
exclusive stress upon righteousness, upon 
those elemental virtues that lie at the 
basis of every healthy and vigorous social 
group. By this moralizing religion the 
prophets transformed it from an often re- 
actionary force into the greatest motive 
power to social progress that was ever in- 
troduced into the world. And all this was 
due to the fact that they believed in one 
God, and Him a God of righteousness. 
There is only one thing more important 
than the belief in God, and that is the kind 
of God in whom we believe. It is be- 
eause the Christian God transcends all 
other deities in His personal, social and 
moral significance that Christianity has a 
mission to the whole religious world. 


But it is not only other gods against 
whom Christianity has had to carry on 


conflict. It has another enemy nearer at 
home. There is a body of unbelievers who 
With increasing aggressiveness are declar- 
ing that there is no God. To some extent 
the Church has had to combat this type of 
unbelief throughout its entire history. But 
in recent years the atheistic movement has 
gained unusual momentum. In Russia it is 
tor the time being in political ascendancy. 
There for the first time in human history a 
serious and determined effort is being made 
by a powerful government to uproot reli- 
gion altogether. No similar political at- 
tempt to destroy the belief in God is found 
elsewhere, but there is a world-wide move- 
ment known as “escularism” which aims 
at the setting aside of the belief in its 
traditional form altogether. And the re- 
markable thing is that this movement has 
actually invaded the Christian Churches in 
America and under the name of “Human- 
ism” has made the claim to be a new reli- 
gion, the religion of the future. 

In view of these facts it is not strange 
that the question as to whether there is a 
God has again come into the foreground 
and men are asking themselves anew why 
they believe in God. In answering the 
latter question, it is important to distin- 
guish between the psychological and the 
logical reasons for the belief. 

Why We Believe 

The psychological reasons are numerous 
and vary with different people. Perhaps 
the most common reason of this kind is the 
influence of our parents. We believe in 
God because they did. Or it may be the 
influence of friends or the Church or dis- 
tinguished men of the past and present in 
whom we have confidence. Or it may be 
unusual experiences of one kind or another. 
Sorrow, disappointment, the strange warm- 
ing of the heart, the spirit of moral adven- 
ture, the quest after the ideal, the mystical 
stirrings of the soul—all of these have 
been the oceasions of awakening the belief 
in God. But none of these would probably 
have been efficacious apart from the com- 
mon religious tradition. The latter is prob- 
ably an essential factor in the generating 
of religious belief within the individual. 

Some people profess to see in this fact 
evidence that the belief in God has no 
valid basis. It is due, they say, simply 
to social tradition. But they fail to see 
that this is true also of our more important 
scientific beliefs. We learn them from our 
parents or teachers. We do not ourselves 
demonstrate the correctness of the Copern- 
ican astronomy or of the atomic or elec- 
tronic theory of matter. We accept these 
theories because we have confidence in 
those who teach us and in the scientific 
tradition in general. This tradition has 
developed in much the same way as the 
Christian religious tradition. It has owed 
its origin and development to great crea- 
tive minds, and this also has been true of 
the Christian tradition. So far as the 
history of each is concerned there is no 
reason why we should accept one rather 
than the other. To accept either is, to 
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CHRIST AND CIVILIZATION 


The sum of the whole matter is this, 
that our civilization cannot survive mate- 
rially unless it be redeemed spiritually. It 
can be saved only by becoming permeated 
with the spirit of Christ and being made 
free and happy by the practises which 
spring out of that spirit. Only thus can 
discontent be driven out and all the 
shadows lifted from the road ahead. Here 
is the final challenge to our Churches, to 
our political organizations, and to our capi- 
talists—to everyone who fears God or loves 
his country. Shall we not earnestly co- 
operate to bring in the new day? 


Woodrow Wilson. 


hegin with, an act of faith. That we be- 
lieve in God because our parents so taught 
us is, therefore, nothing against the belief. 
If it were, such elementary truths as the 
rotundity of the earth and its movement 
around the sun would be discredited, for 
the belief in them we also learned from 
our parents. 
Tests of Truth 

The psychological or historical reasons 
for a belief do not decide whether the be- 
lief is true or not. The only reasons that 
avail here are those that in the broader 
sense of the term may be called “logical.” 
This applies both to scientific and reli- 
gious beliefs. It is their present “ration- 
ality” or reasonableness that alone justi- 
fies our acceptance of them. ; 

Curiously some people hold that we 
ought not attempt to give reasons for the 
belief in God. We either believe in Him, 
it is said, or we do not believe in Him; 
and that is the end of it. But such an 
irrational attitude toward religion cannot 
permanently commend itself to intelligent 
people. There are reasons, weighty rea- 
sons for believing in God. Indeed, this be- 
lief is the most reasonable theory of the 
universe that has ever been formulated by 
the human mind. Every other theory— 
materialistic, mechanistic, impersonalistic 
—is shot through and through with funda- 
mental inconsistencies, 

Religion in its Own Right 

Only the barest outline of the theistic 
argument is possible here. First, it should 
be noted that the belief in God is implied 
in our religious nature and that our reli- 
gious nature is as independent, as funda- 
mental and as self-veritying as our scien- 
tific nature, our moral nature and our 
aesthetic nature. Religion does not need 
to go hat in hand asking for alms from 
science or philosophy or ethies; it stands 
inits own right. It justifies itself and with 
itself the belief in God just as effectively 
and convincingly as science justifies the 
belief in the intelligibility of the world. 
All knowledge rests ultimately on faith, 
and faith in its religious form is logically 
just as valid as any other kind of faith. 

Secondly, it should be noted that the 
“ought” of the moral nature points to an 
ebjective moral reality. When we say “I 
must,” we mean that the nature of things 
demands that we do it. There is a kind 
of necessity about the moral law that 
would be self-contradictory if there were 
no cosmic law-giver. 

Thirdly, our intellectual nature demands 
an intelligent Being for the ultimate ex- 
planation of the world. The intelligibil- 
ity of the world like the intelligibility of 
a book implies.an intelligent author. Only 
an intelligent Creator also can explain the 
remarkable parallelism between our own 
thoughts and the external order of events. 
The unity of the universe likewise requires 
us to affirm a unitary cause, and the order 
and design in the world and the existence 
of finite minds point almost irresistibly to 
a great Cosmie Mind. “He that planted 
the ear, shall he not hear? He that formed 
the eye, shall he not see?” 

These arguments for the divine existence 
art not coercive. They do not compel us 
to believe in God. But the theistic conelu- 
sion to which they lead is the line of least 
resistance for the intellect as it is also 
for the moral and religious nature. Only 
a superficial or abstract type of thinking 
can stop short of the belief in a personal 
Creator of the world. This belief is the 
master light of all our seeing. Not only 
is it “intellectually respectable,” it is the 
only world-view that deserves to he such: 
and upon it rests all the higher hopes of 
mankind. When it comes to the ultimate 
inspirations of life, it is either God or 
nothing. 
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That Way to Calvary 


Impelled by an inward Spirit, Jesus is 
feeling His way to His Father’s will. Every 
adventure for Him is but a newer prompt- 
ing of God’s love. Predecessors and prece- 
dents serve only as a guidance or as an 
inspiration to guerdon Him for His imme- 
diate task. Even though His religious 
heritage abounds with stimuli for ideals, 
Jesus appraises them all with His keen 
moral judgment. Amazed amidst perplexi- 
ties and mental struggles He invariably 
arrives at a nobler solution of God’s pur- 
pose. 

Ethically, Jesus continues to blaze a 
trail for the Spirit. Jesus stands forth as 
the supreme moralist. His method is not 
a mere codification of conduct. The Chris- 
tian moral enthusiast finds that his great- 
est task is to follow the out-reaches of 
that magnanimous Spirit. The spontaneity 


The first Haster came as something 
complete in a new experience. The 


foes of Jesus were held in a_ tremor 
of restless fear and nameless dread, 
lest the word of that daring Man, 


“Destroy this temple and on the third 
day I will raise it up again,” should be 
truly made real. And from the early dawn 
when the mystified Roman soldier came in 
to report on the strangest of all happen- 
ings, these Jewish authorities read into 
that day an interpretation of frustration. 

The disciples and other friends of Jesus 
were thinking only in terms of that “hor- 
ror on Golgotha” which burned itself into 
their souls bowed in deep despair, accom- 
panied by fear lest the vengeance of the 
same authorities be visited upon them, who 
were His companions. These were roused 
early with the sense of tender but neces- 
sary duty to the body of the Man who 
had given them such wise advice, and min- 
istered to the needs of body and soul. 

But what a surprise awaited them when 
they ventured to the tomb! No stone bars 
its entrance, no still eold form lies waiting 
in clothes of the grave. “He is not here, 
He is risen as He said.” or “Why seek the 
living among the dead?” and “Go tell My 
disciples and Peter.” Sudden hope ran 
hot through their minds, and greater mys- 
tery enveloped their thinking. To these 
Easter meant a promise fulfilled. Life is 
victor over death. Love triumphs over 
the grave. A living personality greeted 
them, and they were so amazed they did 
not think of asking Him about His expe- 
riences since the preceding Friday after- 
noon. To them this meant His permanent 
abode with them after His experiences with 
death, and eternal existence on the earth 


Soon after I had arrived in Japan at a 
conference of missionaries, one of the older 
missionaries said, “It is now dawn in Ja- 
pan”’—a figure of speech he used to deseribe 
the progress of missionary work hitherto 
and the influence of Christianity at that 
early period of Japan history. 

Since that time in the world of nature 
the physical sun has risen many times in 
Japan and in the western world there has 
been quite a number of Easter celebra- 
tions. At the present time we no longer 
speak of dawn in Japan. The Sun of 
Righteousness has arisen, so that now we 


By JouHN L. HERBSTER 


of that God-Spirit swells with awe the 
bosom of man, even today. It penetrates 
the willing heart until it speaks in ae- 
cents of mercy, and creates for the sinner 
a new life—“a new and living way.” 


Jesus obediently followed the course of 
the purpose of God. We still marvel at 
His unparalleled assurance of victory. Re- 
deemed souls are convinced of the supreme 
success of His ministry of forgiveness. 
Creatively the unbounded mercy of God 
speaks through Him His _ forgiveness. 
Through Jesus, we know that God imme- 
diately sustains the penitent sinner by 
méans of His passion of love. Jesus, su- 
premely obedient, is that Love. 


The “Way of the Cross” exposes Jesus 
as a Being of new vision, of new venture, 
and of new victory. No longer can an 
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for all time. This also included the assur- 
ance of a physical resurrection for all His 
friends. 

The Church of the first century was sim- 
ilarly careless in reading anything beyond 
their present day impressions into the 
events of Easter. The theme central to 
their teaching lay in the emphasis on phy- 
sical resurrection as the one quality for 
entrance into the “Kingdom of God.” The 
imperialism of Palestinian ideals was ¢ar- 
ried along with the growth of the Church, 
and the whole program of its life lay in 
preparing the known world as rapidly as 
possible for the time when the end of all 
things must be, so far as physical man 
was concerned, the coming again of Jesus 
to the earth to call all souls of men dead 
and living to judgment. From those deem- 
ed righteous was to be formed the Kingdom, 
while those less fortunate were to be ban- 
ished into outer darkness. To the Church 
in the early period of history, Easter meant 
physical resurrection attendant upon the 
second coming of Jesus to call His own 
unto Himself. 

In later centuries, when the Church 
spread out to different nationalities, there 
arose conflicts between Palestinian Chris- 
tianity, and the newer types developed or 
to be developed in terms of the peoples 
among whom the messages of Jesus were 
taken. And in each age and location the 
expanse ‘widens with regard to the early 
Easter concept. When men began to rea- 
son the teaching regarding the Resurree- 
tion to its ultimate conclusions, questions 
began to arise. Doubts cast forced en- 
trance into thinking, and the reason for 
insisting upon a purely physical heritage 
to all Christians holds less and less influ- 


An Easter Message 


J. P.. Moore 


ean truthfully speak of sunrise in the sun- 
rise Kingdom, spiritually speaking. It has 
become daylight in Japan. The Easter sun 
has risen and is now not only gilding the 
mountain peaks but is shining far down 
in the valleys where dwell millions of souls, 
among whom there are a goodly number 
of individuals and families whose hearts 
are being illumined by the Sun of Right- 
eousness, and in whose life the glory of the 
spiritual Sun is beautifully reflected. To 
change the figure, it is now Easter time, 
and there are hundreds and many thou- 
sands of Japanese in this year of 1931 who 


ardent believer be a mere self-complacent 
professor. Jesus wants “comrades of the 
Way,” not merely followers. He who 
only follows may be traveling miles to the 
rear. Surely, we must share the guilt of 
this world, or move to another planet. Our 
interconnected souls see the dilemma. 
Consequently, we choose the Christ “Way,” 
for He who dwells with Him along His 
“Way” shall dwell with us on our way. 
Trusted, our living God responds to the 
trust reposed in Him by His Son. For us 
to follow the Christ, sharing the fellow- 
ship of His sufferings, is to know the 
power of His resurrection. Pray, then, to 
stand in that limitless horizon of com- 
rades as He goes on from glory to glory, 
and from strength to strength. 


Schuylkill Haven, Pa. 


Easter Interpretations 


ence. But in its stead a more satisfying 
conclusion is growing. 

What pastor, standing by the casket of 
his friend, has the right to offer to the 
grieving friends the hope of return to a 


physical body for his friend, and especially 


when that man has spent years in physical 
agony? I have in mind a friend who was 
an excellent Christian, but who for years 
suffered pain day and night, and could 
gain repose only through the agency of a 
narcotic. To speak in terms of physical 
resurrection to that man’s friends would 
hardly be the kindly office of the Christian. 
And again, knowing that it is inevitable 
that every physical life form must perish 
from the earth, a physical return would 
only mean a repetition of that same dread 
moment, when body and life must part 
company. 

Hence to the Christians of today, Easter 
means: 1. Death does not end life; 2. 
Personal identity survives the shock of 
dissolution; 3. Beyond the dividing line 
the soul is still conscious of the friends 
remaining on earth; 4. We surmise, with 
a great degree of surety, that the life be- 
yond is still a great training school for the 
soul in the attainment and development of 
its divine quality for ultimate association 
with Deity; and personality within us 
grows to the stature of maturity in which 
we can come face to face with the Great 
Personality in whose image and likeness 
we are moulded. 

So Easter can be interpreted by us in 
terms of life continuously lived, and death 
merely means the changing of garments 
preparatory to entering the next higher 
scene in God’s drama of life. 

Hanover, Pa. 


are celebrating the Easter festival the 
same as we are doing. It is at this Easter 
season that these thoughts are welling up 
in my heart and I am giving expression 
to them as a message to our Reformed 


Chureh, and to encourage all those who are ~ 


laboring for, and who love the coming of 
Christ’s Kingdom in the earth. While we 
are in the midst of this Easter celebration 
and this Easter gladness let us imagine, if 
we can, what this world would be, had 
not Jesus, the Sun of Righteousness on the 


third day, risen from the tomb—what it — 
would mean to our country and to the com- 
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munity in which we live. What would the 
Church be if Hasters were eliminated? Let 
Paul answer the question when he says, 
“If Christ be not risen from the dead, then 
is your preaching vain and your faith is, 
also, vain and ye are yet in your sins.” 
But the Lord is risen indeed! Jesus is not 
a dead Savior. He is the risen, the ascend- 
ed and the ever living Savior, and because 
He lives we too shall live—live here and 
now the abundant life, and, afterwards, 
an eternal life of blessedness and happiness 
at His right hand. The question is, has 
Jesus, the Christ, risen in my heart and in 
yours? If we have this experience, this 
assurance, then we can enter into the real 
Kaster joy. Then we can join heart and 
soul in singing the glad Haster Halleluias. 
Jesus says, Iam the light of the world. But 
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He does not stop there, He says ye are the 
light of the world. As a missionary, I 
wish to emphasize the word world. Of 
course we are to be shining lights in our 
homes, in the community in which we live, 
and the Church whereof we are members; 
but we are to let our light shine even unto 
the end of the world. Be witnesses of his 
in Jerusalem, in Judea, in Samaria and 
unto the uttermost parts of the earth. I 
wish to close this article with a personal 
reference. When I was home on one of my 
last furloughs, my only brother was still 
living, but aged and in poor health. I 
said goodbye to him, and it so happened 
that on the very day and the time of the 
day, of my arrival in Japan, my brother 
passed away. His pastor said, or wrote, 
“On the day the younger brother arrived 


MESSENGER 9 


in the Kingdom of the Rising Sun, the older 
brother arrived in that Kingdom whose 
sun knows no setting.” I am looking for- 
ward to the time when I shall meet him 
and rejoice with him, and others whom “T 
loved long since and lost a while.” And 
this hope is based on the fact that ours is 
a risen, ascended and ever living Savior. 
What a satisfaction and joy it is to the 
missionary that he can preach the Gospel 
of a risen and ever-living and everywhere 
present Savior. And it is likewise a great 
joy to me that on this Easter day I am 
permitted with the millions of my fellow 
Christians the world over, to join in the 
celebration of this the greatest event in 
the history of the Church—the Resurrection 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 


Looking Toward Union 
By J. Ross Stevenson, D.D., LL.D., President of Princeton Theological Seminary 


The Presbyterian Church in the United 
States of America is definitely and whole- 
heartedly committed to the union of Pres- 
byterian and Reformed Churches. This at- 
titude has been clearly and repeatedly in- 
dicated by prompt and unanimous deliver- 
ances on the part of the General Assembly. 

It may seem, at first thought, surprising 
that the highest court of our Church, as a 
deliberative body, should act on proposi- 
tions, regarding union with sister Churches 
and involving essential matters of doctrine, 
polity, worship, and service, without ques- 
tion or debate. But it should be remem- 
bered that for decades our Church has had 
under consideration the fulfillment of 
Christ’s prayer—“that they all may be 
one.” Ever since the year 1552, when John 
Calvin deplored the dissipation of mem- 
bers of the Church, whereby it “lies pros- 
trate and mangled,” and declared his will- 
ingness to cross ten seas to accomplish “a 
union of the Churches in other respects 
widely asunder,” Presbyterian and Reform- 
ed Churches have been discussing, advocat- 
ing, and planning closer co-operation, and 
even union, both for themselves and for 
all Evangelical Churches. Presbyterian 
colonists, when they came to this country, 
united with existing Churches in New Eng- 
land, or founded distinctively Presbyterian 
Churches. They were independent of one 
another until their ministers and elders 
eame together voluntarily and organized a 
presbytery. This in time became a Synod, 
and, as the organization matured, an As- 
sembly was constituted. This court be- 
came “the bond of union, peace, correspond- 
ence, and mutual confidence among all our 
Churches.” 

This bond of Synod or Assembly was not 
strong enough to prevent the division be- 
tween the Old Lights and the New Lights 
in 1741, between the Old School and New 
School in 1837, and between the North and 
South in 1861. But throughout all the 
passing years the Assembly has endeavored 
to heal these divisions and restore that 
unity which existed at the beginning of 
the corporate life of the Presbyterian 
Church. 


From time to time the Assembly of our 
Church has instructed its Committee on 
Church Co-operation and Union to con- 
duct negotiations with committees appoint- 
ed in any Churches of the Presbyterian 
household, with a view to closer relations 
between said Churches. In line with oft- 
repeated deliverances, it is not surprising 
that the Assembly of 1930, without hesita- 
tion or discussion, took the following ac- 
tion: “That the General Assembly author- 
ize its Department of Church Co-operation 
and Union to co-operate with the commit- 
tees of other Presbyterian and Reformed 
‘Churches, or with any one of these com- 
mittees in the preparation of a complete 
plan of organic union to be submitted to 
the next Assembly.” 

In this matter of union our Presbyterian 
and Reformed Churches have been worth- 
ily influenced by convincing precedents. 
The Presbyterian Church in the United 
States of America is the resultant of four 
reunions, e. g., the reunion of the Old 
Lights and the New Lights in 1758, that 
of the Old School and the New School in 
1870, that of the Cumberland Church and 
our own in 1906, and with the Welsh Cal- 
vinistic Church in 1920. Another impres- 
sive factor has been the ease and natural- 
ness with which Presbyterian and Reform- 
ed Churches have come together on the 
foreign field. In India, China, Korea, Ja- 
pan, and South America, these Churches 
are, for the most part, one, and are press- 
ing forward in union enterprises with non- 
Presbyterian Churches. The reunion of 
the Established and Free Churches in 
Scotland is an object-lesson which Churches 
of Seottish origin are sure to lay to heart. 
The divisions which have been overcome 
are as serious as any which may exist to- 
day between Presbyterian and Reformed 
Churches, and whatever obstacles may be 
urged, it may be confidently asserted that 
they are no greater and no more difficult 
than those which have been faced and 
overcome in the Union movements of the 
past. 

For these reasons the Presbyterian 
Chureh in the United States of America 


is bent on union, and, in recent Assemblies, 
has manifested impatience with any sem- 
blance of caution or delay. When it is 
urged that negotiations on Church union 
should proceed soberly, advisedly, and dis- 
creetly, we should not overlook the fact 
that, so far as our own Church is concern- 
ed, she has been engaged in such negotia- 
tions since the days of our great-grand- 
fathers, and, therefore, the feeling is strong 
and almost rampant that the time has come 
to get something done. 

There is one difficulty in the way which 
is often overlooked, and that is spiritual 
fitness. Paul sets before the Ephesian 
Church a goal of unity to which Chris- 
tians should attain. “Till we all attain 
unto the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a per- 
fect man, unto the measure of the stature 
of the fullness of Christ.” It is natural 
to sit in judgment on our fellow-Christians 
of other communions and question their 
spiritual fitness for fellowship in a united 
Church, but here the apostle’s admonition 
is most pertinent: “Take heed to thyself.” 

It is the teaching of our Confession that 
the Church consists of “all saints that are 
united to Jesus Christ their head,” the 
bond of their union being the indwelling of 
the Holy Spirit. To be worthy of spiritual 
fellowship with those who belong to Christ, 
we are warned against such works of the 
flesh as strife, jealousies, factions, divi- 
sions, parties. We are also told specifically 
that if we are to attain to Christian unity 
we must put away childish things. 

To be sure, spiritual growth toward a 
united Church requires time and patience, 
and in the regular methods of ecclesiastical 
procedure ample opportunity will be given 
in the Assembly and in the presbyteries to 
weight every part of any plan that may 
be proposed. The confident expectation 
of the entire Church as voiced in repeated 
Assembly action, is that such a plan will 
be agreed upon as will more adequately 
fulfill our obligations to the Lord of the 
harvest, and hasten the realization of His 
prayer that they all may be one, and so 
obviously one that the world may believe. 


Church Union and Some of its Problems 


By the Rev. A. Zimmerman, S.T.D., Newton Falls, Ohio 


Some movements reach their climax rap- 
idly. Some develop too rapidly to attain 
healthy growth. Others move so slowly 
they die almost as rapidly as they gain 
impetus to live. They are constantly in a 
dying stage and fail to gain sufficient life 
to function as an existing order. This seems 
to be the case with our recent Church 
Union movements. It looks to us that 
we are not as anxious for union as we 
thought we were. if the action of the Com- 
mission is an indication of the attitude of 
the Church at large. The same seems to 


be true of the Presbyterian-Reformed 
union movement. After the first flurry, 
enthusiasm seems to have spent its force 
and union must be looked for beyond the 
grave rather than on this side. A deplor- 
able situation! If good intentions fizzle 
out in that beyond as rapidly as they do 
in this changeable condition of affairs here, 
we are afraid that there must be a great 
change of opinion in regard to that be- 
yond. 

In all union movements there are prob- 
lems to be considered and solved. These 


problems often do not receive the atten- 
tion at first which they should receive, and 
when they are forced to the front for con- 
sideration the whole union movement looks 
different than before, because a personal 
element has pressed itself into the channel 
of thought and vitally affects the men 
directly connected with the phases of the 
unionizing problem under consideration. 
After all, the leaders of our denomina- 
tions are human, and must be so regarded, 
and are not always as unselfish as they 
might be, nor as farsighted nor clear- 
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sighted as they should be. Just like the 
rest of us. lt is always much easier to 
blunder than to avoid shipwreck along a 
rocky coast. Hence the problems connect- 
ed with Church union should receive due 
consideration, Or has the consideration 
of these problems dampened the ardor and 
kicked the pillars from under the super- 
structure, if there is any? Nevertheless, 
the character of any Church union move- 
ment depends more largely on the leaders 
in the Church than on the rank and file 
of the ministry and membership. These 
leaders have directed the course of the 
Church in other respects, why should they 
fail here? 
Problem One 

We have, for instance the problem of 
our Church papers. These are too impor- 
tant to be slightly considered. In the 
unionizing movements these periodicals are 
involved, not only as to their functioning 
but as to their continuance. The character 
of the papers going into the union is as 
important as the character of men, The 
various denominations to be effected by 
the union have their established papers 
which are published under authorized edi- 
torial guidance. These papers have won 
friends in the homes of the individual de- 
nominations. They have contributors who 
have wielded an upbuilding influence by 
their literary contributions. The editors 
have become a useful fixture in the fune- 
tioning of these denominations. We do 
not desire to give them up and meet 
strange and probably untried faces. We 
face the problem of disposing of this 
situation. 

The question arises, What shall we do 
with all these Church papers in the United 
Chureh? Two-thirds if not three-fourths 
of our denominational papers become su- 
perfiuous. The same with the editors. 
Which shall we give up, and whom shall 
we ask to yield his editorial chair? While 
the printing end will need readjustment 
in order to handle the larger output, this 
is not such a difficult phase of the situa- 
tion. But the editors and the papers are 
that vital element where there may be kick- 
ing over traces. Look out! 

Shall we ask the editors to go back into 
the overcrowded ministry? If so, what 
effect will this have on the field force of 
our men? This confronts us with a task 
that requires wisdom as well as unselfish- 
ness. Yet to what extent does it effect the 
ardor for union? 

Problem Two 
There is the problem of unionizing or 


consolidating different individual congrega- 
tions and eliminate many pastors from the 
active ministry, unless we can so dispose 
of the situation to reduce the elimination 
to a minimum. Even so, many congrega- 
tions or pastorates must be consolidated in 
order to lessen the waste of energy and 
money. While some pastorates may be so 
reconstructed that the full force can be 
used but the field force better distributed. 
In other cases this cannot be done. But 
what shall we do with the men thus forced 
out and added to the list of the “unem- 
ployed”? The object of the Church is not 
so much to give employment as to ade- 
quately man the great harvest field with- 
out duplication and waste. Or, shall we 
enlarge the foreign field and support it 
partly from money not needed along other 
lines? 


Problem Three 


Another problem to be confronted is the 
handling of the various denominational 
Boards, Secretaries, Superintendents, ete. 
The Church is overmachined now and some 
of that machinery must be thrown on the 
scrapheap in order to get an efficient and 
not too complex a working system in the 
union. Three-fourths of the entire working 
staff under consideration can be eliminated. 
The one-fourth retained would be ample to 
man the ecclesiastical machinery of the 
United Church, if we seek efficiency and 
dispatch. But this one-fourth does not 
materially enter into the solution of the 
problem, except in so far as it answers the 
question Whom shall we retain? The three- 
fourths are the problem. They have been 
efficient and faithful. But, alas, their du- 
ties have either disappeared or been merg- 
ed with others. Sympathy may override 
judgment, and when judgment is scrapped 
sympathy has lost its value. 


Problem Four 


The colleges and the theologiial semi- 
naries are a great problem. Probably the 
colleges do not loom as large as the semi- 
naries. Hence we will leave them out of 
consideration. The Reformed Church elim- 
inated one theological seminary and gain- 
ed thereby. But the problem is more com- 
plex when several denominations are in- 
volved and the question as to the recon- 
struction of the whole system of ecclesiasti- 
cal schools is to be confronted. 


Some of these schools have hecome hoary 
with age and service rendered to human- 
ity. They have the respect of the Church 
at large. They have stood for definite tend- 


encies of thought and faithfully upheld 
clearcut dogmas in the ecclesiastical sys- 
tem, whether ancient or modern. This com- 
plicates the situation. Shall we abandon 
the old school of thought or the new? Or, 
shall we merge the two? What shall we do 
with the men not needed on the teaching 
staff of the schools retained? 


Problem Five 


What shall be the width of an inch in 
the doctrinal standard of the union effect- 
ed? Who shall decide the width of an 
inch, the length of the yard, or the gravi- 
tational pull of the pound, or the commer- 
cial value of the dollar? Where shall the 
line between orthodoxy and heterodoxy be 
drawn? Will there be Christlike liberality 
and love towards those of different opin- 
ion, or will the “Jew” still continue to say 
to the “Samaritan”, We have no dealings 
with you? The Church has always hurled 
anathemas at those of different views, shall 
this spirit continue in the new order when 
followers of Christ profess to unite and 
become colaborers in His kingdom? In 
that kingdom there is plenty of room for 
difference of opinion, but there is room for 
only one spirit—the spirit of tolerance and 
love. 


The object of Church union should be 
the elimination of all unnecessary factors 
so that both the financial and moral 
strength of the union may be more effi- 
ciently directed towards the carrying out 
of the will of God in this world and that 
the spirit of Christ may have full sway in 
the hearts and lives of men, and that the 
Kingdom of God may actually be built up 
and maintained. If we think more of our 
ecclesiastical machinery than we do of our 
efficiency in this moral order Church union 
is a farce. Is this universe a mechanism? 
Certainly the Church is dominantly me- 
chanistic in its makeup and operations. If 
we cannot get rid of most of this mechan- 
ism, Chureh union is a delusion. In so far 
as the Church of today lacks in efficiency 
in obtaining its actual goal, we may ascribe 
the cause to the fact that we pay more 
attention to our machinery than to spir- 
itual attainments; we stress more the ex- 
act line of dogma, than the creation of a 
clean heart and the renewal of a right 
spirit within us; we overemphasize lines 
of cleavage and forget the free access to- 
ward each other’s hearts and minds where 
the spirit of Jesus is the dominant factor 
in life expression; we value form and cere- 
mony and neglect the weightier matters of 
law and life. 


Modern Christianity’s Prodigals 


There was a Father Who had two sons. 
And the younger—adventurous, brilliant, 
analytical, restless—began to feel that the 
ancestral Home and Father were too irk- 
some. And one day his spirit of indepen- 
deney came to its natural fruition. So he 
went to his Father and said, “Give me 
control of my life; give me the possessions, 
the heritage of the ancestors that are to 
befall me. I am convineed that this eon- 
straining paternalism, discipline, and de- 
pendence is not the best for me. I want 
to live my life in my own way. I have 
no need of a Father, Home, Fatherology, 
or a Father’s House.” 

And his Father did not hold him, be- 
cause He loved the son and desired only 
his voluntary sonship. So the son gathered 
up his resources and departed. Daily 
journey followed daily journey, until he 
‘had reached a country far away from the 
Father’s land. And in his new-found free- 
dom he thought less and less of his Father. 
He interested himself in the natural and 
social sciences, letters, criticism, and every 
other interest dear to his human life. He 
set to work in the realm of economies and 
politics, and with the aid of other sciences 
built for himself a physical surrounding 
and house that gave him a thousand com- 
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forts, a sense of security and success. He 
interested himself in eriticism and eritical 
philosophy that finally gave him a ration- 
ale for his independence apart from the 
existence of His Father. He took the same 
tools and finally redueed the ancestral 
Book to a product of the son’s unaided 
intellect. Then he discovered evolution 
and prided himself the more that his moral 
sense had eome to him not through his 
Father, but by a natural process. He felt 
more independent than ever. And what 
is more, by the same law his moral prog- 
ress in that far away land was assured. 


His Fatherology and his Homeology and 
his Houseology were after all merely a 
SONOLOGY. There did not need to be 
any objective reality to any of these three. 
What a life this was,—glorious, riotous 
and free. He heaved with laughter and 
a bit of proud contempt as he thought of 
that dumb driven elder brother back in 
the Father’s House. 

But one day something happened in this 
far away land. It seemed so impossible. 
The folks living with him in his self-built 
Utonia flew at each other’s throats in a 
mighty conflict. They killed, robbed, 
raped and lied. And he felt the sting 
of famine in that land that seemed so 


good, so complete, so self-contained. His 
Sonological system began to show some 
serious flaws in its foundation. There 
came disorders that baffled him and his 
experts. Despair and defeat and disil- 
Iusionment came. And he turned to his 
reconstructed Fatherology. But the com- 
fortable cathedrals in which his priests 
and prophets administered and preached 
their respectable, moralistic, good-advice 
religion did not satisfy. And the folks 
in the land passed his cathedrals by. A 
mighty famine of stomach and heart food 
took universal hold of the land. All his 
marvelous achievements availed nothing. 
He “joined himself to a man of the land”!! 
His beautiful system robbed him of his 
freedom; it was enslaving him. He be- 
took himself to the cults of the land, which 
had graciously permitted to operate there, 
but instead of food, he found nothing but 
the unsatisfying husks of sentimental emo- 
tionalism, pantheistic mysticism that rose 


no higher than his emotional capacity. — 


And his intellectualism, emotionalism, hu- 
manism and self-built civilization gave 
him no satisfaction. “And no man gave 
unto him.” They had nothing worth whil 
to give. "ee 

In his extremity and want he sat doy 


a 
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one day in a pig-sty of his own creation. 
And lo, as he sat quietly, as he allowed 
the deepest and the best in him to speak, 
a still small voice spoke to him of Home 
and Father. And it told him of plenty 
of the simplicities of life, even for sery- 
ants. 


But, but,—and they were 
thoughts—“How can I go Home! The 
way is not open. I have closed it by my 
own action. Can it be true that Father 
is still alive? Is there such a thing as 
Home,—yet? I have sinned against Him 
by my proud and headstrong selfishness. 
I have taken things in my own hands. I 
have not consulted Him nor written Him. 
I have made a terrible failure of this ex- 
periment in self-expression. Here I sit; 
life has lost its meaning; it is a purpose- 
less joke which the processes of the uni- 
verse have played on me. But,—I WILL 
GET UP, I WILL FOLLOW THE VOICE 
OF HOME. I WILL MAKE THE BREAK 
FOR FATHER’S HOUSE. How it hurts 
to make this admission. It is the last 
thing I wanted to admit. What will my 
colleagues say? My brother at Home... . 
How hot these tears are! Rags, rags,— 
these are my clothes! I live with and like 
the pigs. Am I nothing more than a re- 
fined animal? Is life nothing more than 
a meaningless puzzle? Is it nothing more 
than ‘a bit of cellular tissue on the way 
to becoming manure?’ My folly has 
brought me here, to this terrible precipice, 
this impasse. Yes, the axe is at my foot.” 


desperate 


And smiting his breast with a mad, in- 
sane resolve, he started towards the road 
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that he thought led to Home. All the 
while he had wanted to forget that road. 
He thought he did not need it any more. 
And now he searcely could remember it. 
And as he walked, and sometimes ran, he 
muttered to himself, “I will tell Father 
all, I will make no alibis. I will tell Him 
I have no right to be called His son— 
only a menial servant.” 

Then he neared Home. He felt the air 
becoming more tense. The reality of a 
Home was being more clearly adumbrated. 
He could sense the dynamic charge and 
change in his life. Just traveling towards 
Home had made a difference. He was at 
times inelined to run back, but that voice 
kept beckoning him on. At last he round- 
ed the little knoll that hid Home, and 
with tear-filled eyes he looked with won- 
der at the beauty of his Father’s Home. 
Was it real? All these years he had 
trained his mind to analyze the finest of 
things, and now he wondered if Home 
was REAL, 

See—the door opens! What can it be? 
Could it be brother? What if it was,— 
could he bear his ridicule? ... But no, it 
is FATHER! And He is running! And 
with the inclination to run still strong, he 
nevertheless is drawn towards Home by 
an invisible but irresistible power. They 
meet!! He tried to explain,x—but no!! 
“Son, how happy I am. No you need not 
try to explain. I know, I know...I 
loved you even as you defiantly left 
Home. . . . I loved you most when you 
were in that pig-sty. But I knew you 
could never forget Home. I have been 
waiting, waiting,—and suffering. But I 
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would not interfere,—I wanted you when 
you would come to Me. Come... let us 
rejoice.” 

Robe, ring, shoes, feast!! The son who 
was dead in his own conceit, selfishness, 
independence, egotism, is alive. By that 
tremendous resolve, to smite his breast and 
come back, the son had made the Father’s 
presence and Home-communion an eternal 
reality. He had flung himself in utter 
abandon helplessly into the assumption of 
that voice. He had received more than 
he had dared to dream. His rags, a robe; 
shreds of sandals, shoes; his dirty and 
piggy hands is adorned with a ring of 
gold! And his gnawing stomach and heart 
are filled to overflowing. He has been 
raised from the dead. He has been raised 
from the pig-sty of his impasse of agnostic- 
ism, and despair. He has a new existence. 
From henceforth he will make his life a 
perpetual thanksgiving to his Father. He 
will have a story to tell to many another 
adventurous youth who wants to break 
away from the paternalism of Home and 
Father. There is no task so menial but 
he will be willing to do. He will wear 
out heart and hand and feet and all for 
Father. He is cured forever of his self- 
sufficient anthropocentricity. The Dawn 
has appeared. 

But all the while the younger son sat 
at dinner he kept looking at Father’s face. 
How beautiful, benevolent, how pure it 
was! But oh,—how Father had aged!! 
Those lines! What put them there?... 
And hanging his head in shame, he broke 
into tears. 


(To be Continued Next Week) 
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THE RUFUS W. AND KATHERINE 
McCAULEY MILLER MEMORIAL 
FUND PRIZE ESSAY 
CONTEST, 1931 


Subject—“The Attitude of the Home To- 
ward the Highteenth Amendment.” 

Length—Not over 3,000 words. 

Time—All essays must be received by Rev. 
Henry I. Stahr, D.D., Executive Secre- 
tary of the Board of Christian Educa- 
tion, by Children’s Day, June 14, 1931. 

Two Classes of Contestants—It has been 
decided this year to offer two sets of 
prizes to two classes of contestants. 
Competition in Class 1 is to be limited 
to the laity and in Class 2 to the min- 
istry. 

Prizes—The following prizes are offered 
in each class: 

First prize—$50 
Second prize—$25 

Instructions—1. Sign essay with an as- 
sumed name, giving correct name and 
address on a separate sheet. 

2. Use one side of the paper only. 
8. Manuscripts, as far as_ possible, 
should be typewritten. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Rev. Paul I. Deppen from 443 Lincoln 
St., to 1110 S. Pine St., York, Pa. 
Rev. W. C. Lyerly from Newton, N. C., 
to 364 W. Lee St., Greensboro, N. C. 
Rev. C. B. Marsteller from Mercersburg, 
Pa., to 931 Willow St., Lebanon, Pa. 


The first Chapter of the Reformed 
Churchmen’s League in Wyoming Classis 
has been organized in First Church, Wilkes- 
Barre, Pa., Rev. Homer 8. May, pastor. 
The Chapter officers are as follows: Presi- 
dent, William H. Smith; vice-president, 
John Schwab; secretary, William H. Clew- 
ell; treasurer, James G. Ernst. 


A Chapter of the Reformed Churchmen’s 


League has been organized in First Church, 
Greensburg, Pa., Rev. L. E. Bair, pastor. 
The officers of this Chapter, which has 24 
charter members, are as follows: President, 
Dr. Howard Thomas; vice-president, Paul 
Harrold; secretary and treasurer, Robb 
Keener. 

The Board of Ministerial Relief has just 
sent $17,932.50 in checks to its 237 Relief 
Annuitants and $2,449.18 to its 81 Susten- 
tation Annuitants. These are the annui- 
ties for the quarter April 1 to June 30, 
1931. The Board of Ministerial Relief 
always pays its annuities in advance, 

The Board of Ministerial Relief has just 
received word from Rey. Franklin F. 
Bahner, D.D., Waynesboro, Pa., that Elder 
Frank B. Davis, late of Trinity Reformed 
Church, Waynesboro, Pa., of which Rev. 
Samuel EH. Lobach is the pastor, and which 
Dr. Bahner served actively for 42% years, 
has bequeathed to the Board of Ministerial 
Relief $500. 

The date by which the two best essays 
from each age group were forwarded by 
the Classical judges to the denominational 
Stewardship Committee was Mar. 26. In 
forwarding the 10 best essays (two from 
each of the five age groups) from North 
Carolina Classis, Rev. J. C. Peeler, chair- 
man of judges, reported that his commit- 
tee received 63 essays from the congrega- 
tions—14 in Group A, 12 in Group B, 13 
in Group GC, 12 in Group D, and 12 in 
Group E. Since only the two best from 
each age group could be forwarded from 
among all those written in a congregation, 
there were surely a large number of essays 
written in North Carolina Classis. 

“The time is here when the young peo- 
ple of the Hungarian Churches should par- 
ticipate actively in the work of the Re- 
formed Church, not only in their local con- 
gregation, but in the missionary and 
benevolent activities.” That is what Dr. 
J. M. G. Darms told a large group of young 


NOTICE 


During the installation of a 
new method of addressing the 
wrappers in which copies of the 
‘““Messenger’’ are mailed, we 
will not be able to show the 
change in the expiration date 


of some renewed subscriptions 
as promptly as formerly. How- 
ever, all changes will appear in 
due course. In the meantime, 
we beg your indulgence; and 
after the new system is in oper- 
ation, all changes will appear 
promptly. 


people, at the occasion of the 5th anni- 
versary service of the West Side Hungarian 
Church, whom he addressed briefly upon 
special invitation of their pastor, Rev. 
Andrew Urban. When once these hundreds 
of splendid young people in our Hungarian 
Churches are properly informed as to the 
needs of our missionary and benevolent 
work, and begin to give their weekly offer- 
ings for missions and benevolence with 
regularity, they will share the joy of King- 
dom building. For over a generation the 
Reformed Church has been supporting the 
Hungarian work liberally, and now we 
hope the day has come when our Hun- 
garian Churches will make rapid progress 
and participate in all the missionary and 
benevolent work of the Reformed Church. 


FOR SALE: 55 copies of KINGDOM 
SONGS, board cover, Second-hand. Used 
in St. Luke’s Sunday School, Dublin, Pa. 
Address, L. D. Gross, Supt., Sellersville, 
Penna. 
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The receipt of a check for $7.75 from 
the treasurer of St. John’s Sunday School, 
Bellefonte, Pa., for the Bowling Green 
Academy Fund, brings the total to $512. 
Thank you! 

“T simply would not be without the 
‘Messenger’,” writes a good friend in Grace 
Church, Philadelphia. It is friends of this 
sort which keeps the “Messenger Family” 
intact. 

Dr. Ambrose M, Schmidt conducted the 
services in St. John’s Church, this city, 
Palm Sunday morning, and in the evening 
had charge of the services in the First 
Church. 

“We think the ‘Messenger’ is wonderful, 
and I read it thoroughly each week.” So 
writes a good friend from St. David’s 
Chureh, Hanover, Pa., Rev. E. M. Sando, 
pastor. Such good words are always en- 
couraging. 

Rev. William H. Landis, Hyndman, Pa., 
has been called back to his old Chureh in 
Derry, Pa., where he spent 10 happy years 
in the pastorate. This is a real tribute 
after 8 years of absence. Mr. Landis ex- 
pects to return immediately after Easter. 


Recently 18 credits were awarded mem. 
bers of the 4 Churches of the South Fork 
Charge, N. C. Classis, Rev. W. C. Lyerly, 
pastor. This is the 3rd class the pastor 
has conducted during his pastorate. There 
are now a goodly number of credits in each 
of the 4 congregations. Many of these 
young people are now teachers in the 
Chureh School, 8 of the number being 
teachers in the public schools. 

Dr. Percy Y. Schelly, field secretary of 
the Lord’s Day Alliance, with offices in the 
Schaff Building, was struck by a trolley 
car early Saturday evening, Mar. 28, and 
died a few hours later from the effects of 
a tractured skull. Funeral services were 
held in the 9th Presbyterian Church, this 
city, and interment made at Easton, Pa., 
on Wednesday, April 1. Dr. Schelly will 
be missed as a congenial friend and as a 
loyal defender of the Lord’s Day, and all 
of its hallowed associations. 

Thirty essays and one Poster from Zion’s 
Church, Buffalo, N. Y., are the fruits of 
the most successful Stewardship Essay and 
Poster Contest ever conducted in that 
School, writes the superintendent, Edwin 
M. Kling. “The student body was kept 
aflame with Stewardship,” and the con- 
gregational judges reported that all of the 
essays which were submitted evidenced a 
decided knowledge of the principles of 
Christian Stewardship. Mr. Kling writes, 
“T believe and know that the Stewardship 
education which we have given to the 
youth these past 8 or 9 years is beginning 
to bear fruit. I see so many evidences of 
it as I go about the School.” 


Keller’s Church, Rev. Chas. B. Weaver, 
pastor. Nine young people were received 
into full communicant membership, by the 
rite of confirmation, with this congregation 
on Palm Sunday morning. Dr. J. Rauch 
Stein, of Philadelphia, confirmed the class, 
in the absence of Pastor Weaver, who has 
been temporarily incapacitated for the past 
few weeks. The 10th member of the class, 
Miss Blanche Seville Wierbach, was ill 
and will receive confirmation later. The 
class confirmed consisted of Helen Alberta 
Yeakel, Edna May Bleam, Mildred Mabel 
Yost, Newberry Lester Hager, Francis 
Harvey Hager, Samuel Benjamin Sellers, 
Frank Lester Hess, James Floyd Hager 
and Normal Yeakel. 


From a letter of Miss A. Katharine 
Zierdt, our missionary nurse at Schenchow, 
China, we quote this encouraging news: 
“Our work here seems to be on a more 
solid foundation than it was before the 
revolutionary and communistie disturb- 
ances. We now have third generation 
Christians but only one has grown to man- 
hood. He is so dependable and trustworthy 
but, like many others, is not physically 
strong. His little son is our only fourth 
generation (Christian. Background tells, for 
it is difficult for Christians to keep them- 
selves from idols and ancestor worship 


’ 
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PRESIDENT ELMER RHODES HOKE 


We have experienced another desolating loss in the death, on March 25, of the 
Rev. Dr. Elmer R. Hoke, President of Catawba College, at the early age of 388. 
As was announced in the “Messenger”, he suffered from an infection of the blood 
stream, following an attack of the flu. By his brilliant administration of the 
affairs of Catawba, he had won wide 
recognition as one of the most valuable 
young leaders of our denomination, and 
the entire Church joins with the Col- 
lege and the community in North Caro- 
lina in grief over what seemed to us the 
untimely passing of one so consecrated 
and so useful. Dr. Hoke is survived by 
his wife and four young sons. The inter- 
ment was made Mar. 28 in Gettysburg, 
Pa. A fuller account of the life and 
labors of Dr. Hoke will be given in a 
later issue. 

The “Messenger” is happy to append 
here an appreciation written by our 
friend, Dr. Allen K. Faust, now a mem- 
ber of the Catawba faculty and who, 
together with Mr. Edgar Whitener of 
the Board of Trustees and Rey. Milton 
Whitener, secretary of the College, was 
recently appointed an Administration 
Committee to conduct the affairs of the 
College until a successor to Dr. Hoke is 
installed. Dr. Faust wrote these lines 
before the death of President Hoke: 


First Impression at Catawba College 


It would be difficult to make a more 

sweeping change than that involved in 

transterring from Miyagi College, Japan, to Catawba College, North Carolina. 

Needless to say, the difterence is largely in externals, as the internal Christian 

spirit of the two institutions is identical. After seven months of teaching at 

Catawba, I am impelled to set forth in a few words some of the impressions I haye 
thus far received. 

What strikes the newcomer to Catawba first and most forcibly is the fact that 
after but six years’ work since the relocation of this College, an institution has 
been created that possesses over eighty acres of land with ten new buildings on 
it, a faculty of over thirty professors, a very large proportion of whom hold the 
Ph.D. degree, a regular student body of almost 400, with 300 in the Summer 
School, and an Extension Department of 336. The College is fully accredited as a 
four-year, Class A College, it having been admitted, three years ago, to member- 
ship in the Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools of the Southern States. 
It grants two degrees, Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science, the latter degree 
being given those specializing in Science, Home Economics, Music, or Business 
Administration, Graduates who have majored in education will receive along 
with the degree the High School Teachers’ Certificate of Class A, without exami- 
nation. , 

The accomplishment of this remarkable result has centered largely around one 
remarkable personality, Dr. EH. R. Hoke, a man of few words, but forceful of 
character and indefatigable in diligence and self-sacrifice. 

The expenses at this College are from 20 to 50 per cent less than is the case 
in many other parts of our country. The exact figures per year are: tuition, $200; 
board and room, $220. This includes admission to all athletic events and also 
other extra expenses. 

All forms of athletics are enthusiastically engaged in, and the relative standing, 
in this respect, of Catawba is far above what its age and size might lead one to 
expect. 

The location of the College, Salisbury, N. C., is in the central part of the 
Piedmont region of this State. The climate here is as nearly ideal as could be 
wished for, neither too hot nor too cold, and there is just enough rainfall to make 
nature beautiful. As has often been stated, the death-rate of this State is lower 
than that of any other in the Union. 

Catawba College is one of the coeducational institutions conducted under the 
auspices of the Reformed Church in the United States. It is governed by a Board 
of Trustees of twenty-four men, who are outstanding leaders in the religious, 
educational, and business worlds. The institution is truly Christian—ninety- 
seven per cent of the students are active members of the Church—but there is no 
trace of denominational narrowness to be found. Its doors are wide open to any 
students, young men and young women, who are in search of a well-balanced 


college education. 


President Elmer Rhodes Hoke 


AprIL 2, 1931 


when all the family and clan expect them 
to participate in the family ritual. Of the 
third generation a number are in our 
schools, Junior Choir and Junior Christian 
Endeavor, and give promise of being lead- 
ers. One is content to grow old when 
watching the development of the infant 
Chureh in China.” 

Rev. W. ©. Lyerly closed his pastorate 
in the South Fork Charge in Catawba 
County, N. C., Mar. 31. On April 1, he 
began his work in the First Church of 
Greensboro, N. C., vacant since Nov. 1, 1930. 
During the pastorate of 3 years and 4 
months in the rural charge the work has 
prospered. The charge will elect a succes- 
sor immediately. Some improvements have 
been made in the Church and parsonage 
properties. The last was the building of 


a Church “Hut” for the children’s division 
of the School at St. Paul’s Church, Star- 


town. This building will be used for so- 
cial purposes. The building will be dedi- 
cated Mar. 29 and named the “Helen Lentz 
Lyerly Hut” as a testimonial of the work 
of the pastor’s wife. On Mar. 15 more than 
250 of the members of the charge spread 
a dinner on the Church grounds at St. 
Paul’s, honoring the pastor and family. 
Every dollar of benevolent money kept 
in the treasuries of our Churches or Classes 
after Easter will hold up the work of the 
Boards tremendously. Every dollar de- 
voted to this purpose in the hands of any 
treasurer should be speedily forwarded in 
order to make it possible to pay the sal- 


aries of home missionaries, due for over a ~ 


month, and to meet the loans made 


* 
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payment of salaries for foreign mission- 
aries. The Board of Christian Education 
and Ministerial Relief need every dollar 
to minister to the young people, and to 
the needy ministers and their widows. One- 
fourth of the Apportionment is due Mar. 
31. Please send every dollar available post- 
haste to the treasurer of the Boards. “The 
Kingdom’s business demands haste.” May 
God stir the hearts of our Churches and 
people, and spur our Churches on to for- 
ward the necessary moneys for the mount- 
ing needs of the missionary and benevolent 
work. 

The annual meeting of the W. M. S. of 
Lebanon Classis will be held in St. John’s 
Church, Jonestown, Pa., Rev. D. D. Bren- 
dle, pastor, on Apr. 11. Miss Mary Ger- 
hard will be the speaker and her subject 
will be “Japan.” Diplomas for the reading 
course will be presented at this meeting. 
_ On Mar. 15, Dr. William G. Seiple, of 
Sendai, Japan, spoke at the morning serv- 
ice at Amity Church, Meyersdale, Pa., Rey. 
B. A. Black, pastor, and on Wednesday 
evening, Mar. 18, at the special Lenten 
service in Zion Church, York, Pa., Rev. J. 
Kern McKee, D.D., pastor. 

Rey. 8. A. Stamm, now in retirement, 
supplied the pulpit of St. John’s Church, 
Evans City, Pa. The congregation were 
glad for the sermon and the fellowship, as 
kev. Mr, Stamm’s early home was in the 
vicinity. The congregation are having 
their future pastor, Mr. Smith, of the Semi- 
nary at Lancaster, with them at intervals 
until his graduation, 


The confirmation service was held on 
Palm Sunday, at 11 A. M., in Heidelberg 
‘Church, York, Pa., Rev. Dr. W. Sherman 
Kerschner, pastor. Special services are 
being held during Holy Week on Wedues- 
day, Thursday, and Friday evenings. Holy 
Communion will be observed on Easter 
Sunday, and there will be a reception of 
new members. 

Dr. Bartholomew, of the Board of For- 
eign Missions, received a letter dated 
Mar. 10, from Miss Edna M. Martin and 
Mr. Carl S. Sipple, both of Sendai, Japan, 
announcing their engagement. ‘They are 
to be married this summer. Miss Martin 
is a kindergarten teacher and Mr. Sipple 
teaches in North Japan College. Their 
home will be at Sendai, and the best wishes 
of many friends will attend their married 
life. 

At St. Matthew’s Church, Anselma, Pa., 
Rey. Ralph E., Stout, pastor, a Foreign 
Mission service was held on Sunday eve- 
ning, Mar. 22, when Miss Mary KE. Ger- 
hard, teacher in North Japan College, told 
an attentive and appreciative congregation 
about the work of our Reformed Church 
in Arabia, China, and Japan, This con- 
gregation paid its 1930 Apportionment in 
full. The attendance at Sunday School 
has increased from 40 to 104 and last Sun- 
day 4 classes had 100% attendance. There 
is a flourishing Christian Endeavor 
Society. 

The Board of Home Missions received a 
bequest of $500 from the estate of the late 
Dr. August Schoenenberger, of Ashland, Pa. 
Dr. Schoenenberger was an elder of Zion 
Church, Ashland, for many years and rep- 
resented his congregation on the floors of 
Classis, District Synod and General Synod. 
He was always deeply interested in the 
various causes of the denomination. In 
addition to this bequest for $500, his sis- 
ters also gave the Board a Church Building 
Fund of $500 as a memorial to their 
brother. 

In a note expressing his thanks for a 
copy of the Minutes of Coetus and Synod 
from 1791 to 1816, Prof. William J. Hinke, 
of Auburn Theological Seminary, Auburn, 
N. Y., says, “The Synod has made a valu- 
able contribution to the history of the 
Church by making these old Minutes which 
existed in but few copies accessible to a 
wider circle of readers and students.” Dr. 
Hinke is kind enough to add that the 
“Messenger” is a welcomed visitor to his 
home, and he greatly enjoys “its stimulat- 
ing and informing columns.” 
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The 40th annual meeting of the W. M. S. 
of Allegheny Classis of the Pittsburgh 
Synod was held Mar. 26, in Grace Church, 
Harmony, Pa., Rev. Roland A. Luhman, 
pastor. The opening session began at 10 
A. M. and Mrs. Margaret String led the 
Devotional service. Luncheon was served 
at 12.30 P. M., after which the afternoon 
session started at 1.30 P. M. Mrs. T. C. 
Limberg led the Devotional service. Din- 
ner was served at 5.30 P. M. Mrs. Enette 
Winter gave the address at the evening 
session and Mrs. E, Roy Corman led the 
Devotional service. 


Holy Communion was observed in two 
of the congregations of the Shrewsbury, 
Pa., Charge, Rev. C. M. Mitzell, pastor, in 
Bethany, New Freedom, Pa., on Mar. 22, 
and in St. John, Sadler, Pa., on Mar. 29. 
Seven members were added at Bethany—3 
by confirmation and 4 by reinstatement. 
A Catechetical class will be organized at 
St. John in May, and confirmed in Septem- 
ber. A special class for adults will be 
confirmed at St. Paul, Shrewsbury, on Apr. 
12. An orchestra of 9 pieces, under the 
direction of Mr. M. E. McCleary, made its 
appearance recently in connection with the 
session of the Chureh School. 

First Church, High Point, N. C., Rev. 
W. R. Shaffer, pastor. Rev. Mr. Shaffer 
is preaching special sermons on Christ’s 
coming at the morning services during 
Lent. On Palm Sunday, confirmation serv- 
ice was held. Services are being held every 
evening during Holy Week, with the ob- 
servance of the Holy Communion on Haster 
morning. On Mar. 19, the Men’s Club ob- 
served Ladies’ Night at their regular 
monthly meeting, when about 80 people 
sat down to a sumptuous dinner served by 
the Young Ladies’ Cirele of the Church. 
Prof. P. H. Lindley, dean of High Point 
College, made the address of the evening, 
after which songs and stunts were entered 
into. Everyone present enjoyed the occa- 
sion very much. A “Hard Time Soshul” 
was given recently by the Ladies’ Mis- 
sionary Circle, No. 1, at the Church. Each 
one present was fined if not dressed with 
keeping of the time. The proceeds were 
put in the carpet fund. A very enjoyable 
evening was spent by all present. 

St. Paul’s Church, Greenville, O., Rev. 
Edgar V. Loucks, pastor, is busy and so 
are the occupants of the manse. The pas- 
tor addressed the Campfire Girls, and en- 
joyed this closer contact with this circle 
of fine young women. Hight of the young 
people submitted Stewardship Essays on 
Mar. 8. The epidemic of measles, how- 
ever, made others discontinue their efforts 
along this line. To encourage this group 
to put into practice what they have been 
studying, the pastor presented a “Giving 
Bank” to each one who wrote an essay. 
Two weeks of Union Evangelistic services 
were held in this Church, Mar. 1 through 
Mar. 15, with a total attendance of slight- 
ly over 2,000. There were 6 co-operating 
Churches, one without a minister, another 
whose minister was sick. Despite unfavor- 
able conditions the results were very grati- 
fying. Rev. Mr. Loucks has been elected 
dean of the Standard Leadership Training 
School of Darke County, for the season of 
1931-1932. 


Zelienople, Pa., Rev. J. H. String, D.D., 
pastor. The mid-week Lenten services have 
found the Church more than half full each 
Wednesday evening. The people greatly 
enjoyed the visiting preachers who ex- 
changed pupits with the pastor, These 
preachers were: Rev. Mr. Lowry, Commu- 
nity Church, Evans City, Pa.; Rev. J. Grant 
Walter, St. Mark’s Church, Pittsburgh; 
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Rev. J. H. Brown, United Presbyterian, 
Zelienople; Rey. Howard Loch, Reformed 
Church, Pitcairn, Pa.; Rev. Theo. Fischer, 
Evangelical Synod, New Brighton; and 
Rev. J. A. King, Presbyterian, Kilwood 
City, Pa. The Sunday morning services 
are well attended all the year. Rather 
than have an empty Church on Sunday 
evenings, the organized classes and organi- 
zations of the Church each took a Sunday 
evening and conducted a special service. 
These services for 6 months have rallied 
the people and drew large audiences of 
strangers. A class of 6 girls and 15 boys 
were confirmed on Palm Sunday, and some 
of their parents were received by letter. 


On the evening of Mar. 19, the Young 
People of the Senior and Intermediate C. 
EH. Society held their annual banquet in 
the social rooms of Salem Church, Cata- 
sauqua, Pa., Rev. Willard A. Kratz, pastor, 
with 80 young people in attendance. Rey. 
A. N. Sayres, of Lansdale, Pa., was the 
speaker. He took as his theme: “You 
Don’t Understand.” His address was very 
inspiring and met with a ready response 
on the part of the young people. Other 
numbers on the program included a con- 
tralto solo by Mrs. Paul Scheirer; a saxa- 
phone solo by Mr. Ralph Bartholomew; 
several selections by the Salem §. S. or- 
chestra; and a number of songs by the 
group. 23 young people united with the 
Church on Palm Sunday by the rite of 
confirmation and 10 others by letter or 
reprofession. On Feb. 28, the class was 
taken to Philadelphia to inspect the Schaff 
Building and to meet the leaders of our 
Church, and on their return stopped at 
Ursinus College. This trip has already 
yielded a fruitage in a keen interest in the 
work of the Church. 13 teachers in the 
Chureh School completed Course 2 in the 
Leadership Training course, Myers’ “Teach- 
ing Religion” was the text used. The pas- 
tor was more than delighted with the 
interest shown, and the class is planning to 
start another course following the Easter 
season. 


New York Classis has proven a fine 
initiative. Many new communities are be- 
ing built around the metropolis; one of 
these is in the West Forest Hills district. 
Hundreds of homes have been erected in 
this section and until recently no Church 
or S. S. had been established. Through the 
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influence of Rev. J. Schmitt, who is a 
member of the Comity Committee of the 
Federal Council of Churches, this district 
was allotted to the Reformed Church. Rev. 
EK. Strassburger interested his Emmanual 
Church in the project, and contributed 
largely with other Churches to the initial 
expense of establishing a mission. Now 
a building has been rented and furnished 
and services are held every Sunday. The 
first attendance was 58, and on subsequent 
Sundays 30 and 35 people have attended. 
A larger number attends 8. 8. Since the 
Board of Home Missions cannot finance this 
at present the Churches of New York 
Classis have assumed the responsibility, 
and it is to their credit that constructive 
work is being done in this field which 
promises to become a large parish. Student 
Schmoyer, of the Theological Seminary at 
Lancaster, has been secured for the sum- 
mer, and under his direction the work will 
become firmly rooted and enlarged. 


The largest contribution ever made to 
the work of Foreign Missions was made by 
Miss Wendel, of New York City, who died 
last week. She willed $25,000,000 to the 
hospital work at Nanking, China, which is 
under the direction of the Board of For- 
eign Missions of the Methodist Church. In 
addition to this she gave $35,000,000 to 
Drew Theological Seminary. Evidently, at 
some points Miss Wendel had _ been 
shown the merits and the values of For- 
eign Missions, and having a humanitarian 
spirit deep in her heart, with the love of 
Christ to furnish the dynamics, she con- 
sidered the work worthy of such monu- 
mental support. What this means to the 
millions of Chinese only God knows. What 
a wonderful opportunity for missionaries 
during the time of treatment to adminis- 
ter the Gospel. Medical missions have re- 
ceived a tremendous spurt forward through 
this magnificent gift. When once our 
Christian people begin to think in the 
large concerning Kingdom things, and con- 
tribute large amounts for missionary and 
benevolent work, Christianity will spread 
more rapidly, and the glorious Gospel of 
Christ will find its way into the hearts of 
millions of people to bring to them bodily 
and spiritual health. 


On Mar. 1-3, the Y. M. C. A. and the 
Churches of State College, Pa., held a Life 
Work Conference for local young people 
and for the students of Pennsylvania State 
College. The purpose of the conference 
was to help students in the choosing of 
their life work and especially to challenge 
them to base their choice upon Christian 
motives and principles. Members of the 
various departments of the college faculty 
served as counselors and advisors to stu- 
dents desiring guidance. In addition, each 
Church in the community brought one or 
more ministers or laymen of its denomina- 
tion to serve as counselors to those inter- 
ested in some form of Christian service as 
their life work. The Reformed Church was 
represented in the conference by the Rev. 
Fred D. Wentzel, Director of Leadership 
Training. Rev. Mr. Wentzel preached at 
the services of Faith Church, State Col- 
lege, Rev. Albert S. Asendorf, pastor, on 
Mar. 1. In the morning his topic was 
“Toose Planks in the Building of a Life”; 
in the evening, “How God Calls Men.” In 
addition, he counseled with some of the 
local young people in the afternoon, and 
led a discussion at the Young People’s 
meeting in the evening on the subject, 
“How Shall I Choose My Life Work?”, and 
on Mar. 2 and 3 held interviews with Re- 
formed Church students who desired guid- 
ance in the choosing of their vocation. Al- 
though this was the first year such a con- 
.ference was held at State College, both stu- 
dents and leaders have judged it very worth 
while and look forward to repeating it 
again next-year. 


Trinity Church in Buffalo, Rev. George 
Gaerttner, pastor, is making commendable 
progress. At the occasion of the 8th anni- 
versary of the erection of Trinity Church 
on Mar. 22, the Church was filled and there 
were present in 8S. 8S. upwards of 200 per- 


sons. Great plans had been made for this 
anniversary. Among others every child 
had been given a little savings bank, and 
in the 8. 8. a large barrel lined with white 
paper awaited the gifts of the children. 
To our amazement the offerings of the in- 
dividual classes filled the barrel to over- 
flowing. Here was a barrel for Jesus from 
one of our mission Sunday Schools. An- 
nouncement was made at the evening serv- 
ice that upwards of $600 had been gath- 
ered. At the anniversary services the beau- 
tiful gowns of the pastor and choir were 
dedicated for worshipful purposes. The 
musi¢ rendered at the Church services was 
of high order. Dr. J. M. G. Darms deliv- 
ered the messages of the day. One of the 
leaders of the Church said that Trinity had 
the most favorable location of any Church 
in Buffalo, so the Reformed Church can 
expect great things of Trinity in numeri- 
cal growth, as great things are being done 
in way of service to the people and the 
community. Rev. Mr. Gaerttner is an en- 
thusiastic leader and directs his people 
along lines of loyalty toward the whole 
Church and Kingdom program. Trinity is 
one of the 269 missions on the roll. It 
would have done any member of the Re- 
formed Church good to look in upon this 
work and see where Apportionment moneys 
go, making possible the building of such 
strong spiritual centers and the perform- 
ance of such truly helpful spiritual and 
civie work. 

Rev. F. J. Schmuck writes as follows: 
“The Consistories of the Reformed ‘Churches 
in Los Angeles, Cal., tendered Dr. Rufus 
C. Zartman a Fellowship Banquet at Trin- 
ity Church on Monday evening, Mar, 9. 
The pastors and Consistory members and 
their wives numbered 60. We do not know 
if Dr. Zartman was impressed with the 
‘bigness’ of the affair as he has been 
impressed with the bigness of so many 
things in California, but we feel certain 
that he was impressed with the character 
and purpose of the gathering and with the 
spirit which prevailed among all those 
present. A varied program was offered by 
the talent of Trinity and First Churches 
and a timely address was given by Mr. 
Ferdinand Burrus of First Church on the 
subject ‘The Duties and Responsibilities of 
a Consistoryman.’ Dr, Zartman, in whose 
honor the banquet was given, kept every- 
one spellbound with a marvelous address 
on the subject ‘Win One.’ The evening 
program was led by genial Mr. Harvey 
Henry who introduced each person on the 
program with excellent remarks. They 
were timely speeches in themselves. The 
spiritual unity of the Reformed Churches 
in Los Angeles was manifested in a beau- 
tiful way when all arose and sang ‘Blest 
Be the Tie That Binds.’ The ties of King- 
dom interest and mutual desires for the 
growth of our Church have bound all more 
closely together. From the impression that 
Dr. Zartman made on this occasion, and 
from opinions the writer has heard from 
some of the leading pastors of the Churches 
of Hollywood, the Reformed Church can 
feel exceptionally proud of having a man 
of such outstanding ability and deep spir- 
itual conviction and persuasion to repre- 
sent it throughout the country. We are 
glad Dr. Zartman came, for he did us 
good.” 


Dan Crawford’s motto for 1926 was: 
“Hats off to the past; coats off to the 
future!” In June of that year Mr. Craw- 
ford ceased from his labors on earth, but 
not until he had translated the whole 
Bible into the Luba language. Crawford’s 
greatest passion was “angling for the con- 
version of souls to Jesus Christ.” He be- 
came an ardent student of the Bible. His 
missionary work in the heart of Africa 
called for all he had to give, and he joy- 
ously gave it. His good wife is still carry- 
ing on where he left her and where his 
body awaits the resurrection. 


PHILADELPHIA STUDENT WORK 
NEWS 


We are most happy to announce that we 
now hold weekly luncheons followed by 
afternoon office hours, each Thursday in 
the beautiful new Mitten Memorial Hall at 
Temple University. The other week it was 
our pleasure to introduce two girls who 
looked at each other with more than the 
usual intentness under the circumstances. 
Then they recalled having been confirmed 
in the same class more than forty miles 
away. 


Eleven students have worked thus far 
this year in the Bethel Community Centre 
conducted by the Women’s Missionary So- 
ciety of our Church on South Sixth Street, 
this city. Hight of them are meeting 
classes and clubs weekly. They have mix- 
ed groups of Italian, Jewish and colored 
children, and we have yet to hear one 
word of objection. They are teaching cook- 
ing, music and handiwork. How would you 
like to try your hand with upwards of a 
dozen little girls under ten with but one 
piano? Well, some real things are being 
done; both for the children and for the 
students. 


It is a real pleasure to have more and 
more of our friends from outside of Phila- 
delphia come to see our work. During 
Schoolmen’s Week we happened upon one 
whom we had not met for 35 years. That’s 
too long for safety. We had forgotten. 
Then the son of our minister at Frankfurt 
am Main, a post-graduate in Princeton 
Theological Seminary, called. Our students 
envied their German cousins’ board bills: 
of $15 per month, but not some of the 
other features of their student life. Our 
friend was not so sure that their food 
would quite satisfy American student 
tastes. But Miss Mary Gerhard, from Sen- 
dai, helped us most with her comparative 
observations of everything and everybody. 
What a grasp of details and appreciation 
of atmosphere she has! 


Our Open House Suppers, held monthly 
at the First Church, have averaged almost 
50 since January. The next one, our annual 
night to invite all of our friends, including 
commuters, will be held on the evening 
of Sunday, April 12, and the Men’s Glee 
Club of Heidelberg College will be our 
guests. Russel S. Callow, better known as 
“Rusty ‘Callow’”’ the crew coach at the 
University of Pennsylvania, will be the 
speaker. Rusty held the national tree fell- 
ing championship two years, and the na- 
tional steer roping championship for three 
years, and is an outstanding Christian 
character, so when he tells our freshmen 
that “the biggest one mistake a student 
can make in his whole college career is 
to keep away from his Church,’ you're 
likely to feel that he knows what he’s talk- 
ing about. It is simply impossible to esti- 
mate the influence of such men anywhere, 
but especially when they are behind the 
Christian work and workers on a campus. 

Dr. Henry I, Stahr, Secretary of the 
Board of Christian Education, and Dr. 
Cheesman Herrick President of Girard 
College and of the Board of Directors of the 
Christian Association, will be our visiting 
speakers at the annual dinners for workers 
in our finance campaign, to be held on the 
evening of Friday, April 10. Our united 
financial campaign in which all of our 
co-operating denominations unite will be 
held April 17 to 27. It makes us truly 
grateful that our number of co-operating 
friends both within and outside of Phila- 
delphia is growing each year, but with so 
much of this work being done for the men 
and women from outside of our city, and 
so much of the financial support having 
been given by the friends in Philadelphia, — 
we can assure you that your prompt and 
liberal contributions or pledges sent to Mr. — 
Harry E. Paisley, 3601 Locust St., Phila- 
delphia, Pa., will be most gratefully recei 
ed. We need, aside from the salary pro- 
vided by the Board of Education, $3. 
to meet our share of this combined 
this year. ae 
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Announcements of Annual Classical 
Meetings 

Woman’s Missionary 
phia Classis, will meet Tuesday, April 14, 
in Heidelberg Church, Broad and Grange 
Sts., Philadelphia, the Rey. Arthur Holter, 
pastor. Morning session opens at 9.45; 
afternoon, 1.30. The guest speaker will be 
Mrs. William G. Seiple, of Japan. 


Tohickon Classical Society will meet 
Saturday, April 25, in Solomon’s Reformed 
Church, Keller’s Church, Pastor Rey. C. B. 
Weaver, Perkasie, Pa. Sessions at 9.45 and 
1.30: box lunch. Rev. J. G. Rupp will 
make the address and Miss Greta P. Hinkle 
will present the literature. Delegates and 
friends arriving at Perkasie at 9.15 and 
1.15 (train or trolley) are requested at an 
early date to let Rev. C. B. Weaver, Perka- 
sie, Pa., know time of arrival for convey- 
ance to Keller’s Church. 


Purpose: the Normal Home. Mrs. Paul 
Kunkle, Salem Church, Harrisburg, Pa., 
representing the Reformed Churches of the 
city in the Social Service Branch of the 
Woman’s Church and Missionary Federa- 
tion, was active in the recent conference 
in which Church and Welfare agencies con- 
sidered ways and means to make effective 
the Findings of the White House Confer- 
ence on Child Health and Protection. The 
Conference at the Penn-Harris Hotel was 
attended by 50 representatives of state- 
wide Churches and Welfare agencies. Last 
fall women of Harrisburg, representing 29 
Church groups from 10 denominations, or- 
ganized the Harrisburg Clothing Center to 
supply clothing to the needy when no pub- 
lie fund was found available for that pur- 
pose. The primary purpose of the Center 
is to bring the home back to the stable 
position it used to enjoy. Between Decem- 
ber and March over 10,000 garments were 
distributed. Projects contemplated for 
this summer: campaign for large enroll- 
ments in Daily Vacation Bible Schools so 
that needy children may be given recrea- 
tional advantages they would not other- 
wise enjoy and friendly visitations to 
families with a view of re-establishing 
Church contacts. 


Institutionalized Garb. Only in lifted 
lives can measurement be made of the up- 
lifting influences through volunteer serv- 
ice of women. While we point to evidences 
of service, all about us, we are quite 
ashamed that the following exhibit should 
be necessary. Yet who should be concern- 
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ed, if not women, over what the poor, the 
aged and sick wear in our public institu- 
tions. We have not listed children 
and yet we are told that children in some 
Church and State institutions wear clothes 
which mark them as “different.” During 
this week, at 550 Fifth Ave., New York 
City, garments which are being worn by 
the poor, the aged and sick, in some public 
institutions are being exhibited in Hol- 
lander’s old store. “The patterns of them 
were evolved no later than eighteen- 
ninety-five. In few cases is there an at- 
tempt to provide garments which will bring 
self-respect to the individual.” Thinking 
men and women must make an effort to 
bring about this change in public institu- 
tions. 

Echoes of Oberammergau. On March 8, 
before an appreciative audience of some 
forty persons, Miss Carrie Wolfkill, a 
teacher in the Reading Public Schools, gave 
a lecture on the Passion Play of Oberam- 
mergau. The address was given at the 
home of the president of the W. M. S. of 
Second Church, Mrs. I. H. Hartman, Read- 
ing, Pa. The lecture was of unusual inter- 
est due to the fact that pictures of the play 
in all its different phases were shown by 
means of a Balopticon machine. Another 
feature of the program consisted of vocal 
solos in English and German by Mr. 
Borchers of the German Lutheran congre- 
gation. The audience included a few men 
and visitors from other denominations. 
Luncheon was served by the hostess. The 
program committee deserved great praise 
for its effort, 

Looking at Baltimore. At the annual 
meeting of the Women’s Union of Reform- 
ed Churches of Baltimore, Mrs. Charles 
Bushong was elected president for the 
ensuing year. The retiring president, Miss 
Katharine Zies, presided at the meeting and 
introduced the guest speaker, Mrs. Calvin 
Staudt. The devotional service was led 
by Mrs. Roland Rupp. Mrs. J. R. Bergey, 
historian, reviewed the history of the 
Union from its organization. 


Anniversary Service. The 42nd anniver- 
sary of the W. M. S., Third Church, Balti 
more, Rev. J. Riley Bergey, pastor, was 
observed with appropriate services on Ash 
Wednesday afternoon at the Church House. 
An inspiring address urging the exercise of 
Stewardship in the congregation, was made 
by Mrs. Eva Baker, Classical Secretary of 
Stewardship. Mrs. William Seiple, of Ja- 
pan, delighted the audience with her survey 
of present day missionary situation in Ja- 
pan. A Japanese Tea and reception fol- 
lowed the program. 


Fellowship Congresses. For East Penn- 
sylvania, four Congresses were held. Ac- 
counts of the Congress at Easton and the 
one at Bangor were given in a previous 
issue. March 8, the third and fourth were 
held in Christ Church, Bethlehem and 
Salem Church. Catasauqua, with Mrs. 
Bernhardt R. Heller presiding at the Beth- 
lehem Congress, and Mrs. Clarence Hawk 
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at Catasauqua. At each Congress the 
attendance was about two hundred. At 
Bethlehem the speakers were Rev. E. W. 
Kriebel, pastor of St. Peter’s, Allentown, 
and Mrs. Edwin W. Lentz, of Bangor. The 
large vested choir of Christ Church, di- 
rected by Prof. David Griffith Samuels, 
sang two special numbers and led the con- 
gregational singing. The notable feature 
of the Catasauqua Congress was the fact 
that a large portion of the audience was 
made up from congregations without or- 
ganized missionary societies. Two societ- 
ties co-operated in the Congress. The 
vested choir of Northampton sang an an- 
them and two members of Salem choir sang 
a duet. The addresses were given by Rev 
M. F. Klingaman and Mrs. H. C. Messer- 
smith, both of Allentown. 

On March 15 the Southern and Eastern 
section of the Reformed Churches of 
Rowan County, held a Fellowship Congress 
at Ursinus Church, Rockwell, N. C., Mrs. 
Robert Patterson, presiding. The address, 
“Widening Horizons’, was made by Dr. 
Milton Whitener, of Catawba College. 
The place of an address on “Fruits of Chris- 
tian Fellowship”, the subject was divided 
into three topics: “The Open Heart’, Miss 
Ola Flemming, China Grove; “The Open 
Purse”, Rev. John Keller, president of 
Potomac Synod; “The Open Life”, Dr. 
David Faust, Catawba College. The attend- 
ance was 250, with 8 congregations co- 
operating. 


PHOEBE HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 
Rev. F. H. Moyer, Supt. 


We had a wedding at the Home on 
Thursday, March 25, at 4 P. M., when 
Miss Helen A. Patton, an employee of the 
Home for the last five years, was married 
to Wilbur H. Hartman, of Shamokin. The 
ceremony was performed by the superin- 
tendent of the Home. In the wedding party 
were relatives and friends of the contract- 
ing parties and the Home family. All the 
guests of the Home, with two exceptions, 
some on wheel chairs, were in attendance, 
The ceremony was held in the large living 
room, which had been decorated with 
palns, ferns, potted plants in bloom and 
American Beauty roses from the Home’s 
greenhouse. Adding to the beauty of the 
wedding was the singing of “O Promise 
Me” by Miss Sara Olweiler, one of the 
deaconesses of the Home, accompanied by 
Miss Edna Rich, one of the nurses. Mr. 
Arthur Meyers, a friend of the newlyweds, 
surprised the party by producing a guitar 
and harmonica and played some lively 
dance airs, which brought many of the 
guests to their feet. The bride was happy 
to receive a shower of gifts, many of them 
coming from our aged guests, whose skill 
in crocheting and sewing was revealed in 
the gifts which they presented. The newly 
married couple had provided for a supper, 
after which they left for their newly fur- 
nished home at Shamokin, where they will 
reside. 
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Juntor Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


THE EXALTATION OF JESUS 


Text, Philippians 2:9, “Wherefore also 
-God highly exalted him, and gave unto 
him the name which is above every name.” 


Holy Week brings to our attention the 
humiliation of Jesus, but Easter Sunday 


gives us a vision of His exaltation. Jesus 
humbled Himself; the Jews humiliated 
Him; but God exalted Him. God exalted 
Him because He humbled Himself. The 
word “Wherefore”, standing at the begin- 
ning of our text looks backward upon what 
precedes. 

St. Paul points out that Jesus humbled 
Himself by emptying Himself, taking the 
form of a servant, being made in the like- 
ness of men, and becoming obedient unto 
death, yea, the death of the cross. Then 
he tells us that it was on this account— 
wherefore—that God highly exalted Him 


and gave unto Him the name which is 
above every name. 

The exaltation of Jesus consisted in His 
resurrection, His ascension, and His pro- 
motion to the right hand of God. Some 
one has remarked: “So then, we may say, 
perhaps, that as in the humiliation He 
who is God experienced what it is to be 
man, now in the exaltation He who is man 
experiences what it is to be God.” 

The first step in the exaltation of Jesus 
is His resurrection. When He died on the 
cross and eried out, “It is finished,” His 
humiliation was at an end. He had drunk 
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the bitter cup which could not pass from 
Him. He had laid down His life for the 
life of the world. He had saved others but 
Himself He could not save, because He 
was willing to be the Saviour of all men. 
He had finished the work which His Father 
gave Him to do. He had become obedient 
unto death. 

The words “humility” and “humiliation” 
come from a Latin root-word, “humus”, 
meaning “the ground.” The body of Jesus 
was taken from the cross and tenderly car- 
ried to the tomb, where it was laid to rest 
in the earth as a sign of His great humili- 
ation. 

But on the third day a great change took 
place. Then Jesus’ exaltation began. He 
now experienced what He had preached 
when He said, “Whosoever shall exalt him- 
self shall be humbled; and whosoever shall 
humble himself shall be exalted.” He 
came forth from the tomb on Haster morn- 
ing and brought life and immortality to 
light. 

If Jesus had not risen from the tomb 
His humiliation would have been in vain. 
His great sacrifice would have been offered 
up for naught so far as we are concerned. 
He would have gone down in history as a 
good man, but not as the Saviour of men. 
His humility would not have been in vain, 
because humility is a virtue which every 
one should practice; but His humiliation 
would have been in vain. 

But the cross could not hold Him, nor 
could the grave contain Him. He won the 
victory over death and the grave. As He 
had gone down the sad stairway of His 
humiliation to suffering and shame and 
death, so now He began to climb the glori- 
ous stairway of His exaltation. St. Paul 
says not only that God exalted Him, but 
that God HIGHLY exalted Him. 

The crucifix is not the emblem of Chris- 
tianity, but the empty cross and the empty 
tomb are symbols of His victory and His 
exaltation. The resurrection of Christ has 
changed the history of the world, has made 
possible His universal and eternal presence 
in the Church and in the hearts of believ- 
ers. He has taken the sting from death 
and victory from the grave. 


For forty days the risen Christ was seen 
by many believers. He came and went at 
will, showing Himself to those who believ- 
ed on Him and who should be the witnesses 
and proclaimers of His resurrection. He 
came into the midst of the disciples gath- 
ered in the upper room in Jerusalem, the 
doors being shut, and He disappeared the 
same way. 

On the fortieth day after His resurrec- 
tion, Jesus took the second step in His 
great exaltation. He ascended into heaven. 
He had remained long enough to establish 
the certainty of His resurrection. He 
now withdrew His visible presence that He 
might bless His disciples and all His fol- 
lowers through the centuries with His spir- 
itual presence. 

Both St. Mark and St. Luke record the 
ascension of Jesus. In the last three verses 
of his gospel St. Luke says: “And he led 
them out until they were over against 
Bethany: and he lifted up his hands, and 


BEFORE THE CAMP WAS 
By Alfred Nevin Sayres 


It seems like an early point in the 
development of the Mensch Mill Camp to 
begin to write history. The enterprise is 
so young, one naturally thinks of its fu- 
ture rather than its past. Yet the com- 
mittee deems it worth while to write up 
some of the outstanding features in the 
camp movement to date, and one of the 
articles having to do with “beginnings” 
was assigned to me. As I undertake the 
task assigned to me of writing up the 
beginnings of the camp movement, I must 
dig up the Synod’s minutes of six years to 
refresh my memory. In 1925, at Potts- 
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blessed them, And it came to pass, while 
he blessed them, he parted from them, and 
was carried up into heaven. And they 
worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem 
with great joy: and were continually in 
the temple, blessing God.” 

As St. Luke ends his gospel with a pic- 
ture of the ascension of Jesus, so he opens 
his great book of Acts with a somewhat 
larger picture of the same scene. Jesus had 
just given His disciples His last promise, 
“But ye shall receive power, when the Holy 
Spirit is come upon you: and ye shall be 
my witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judaea and Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth,’ when, as they 
were looking, He was taken up; and a 
cloud received Him out of their sight. 

The third step in Jesus’ exaltation is His 
session at the right hand of God. At His 
trial before the Sanhedrin Jesus had said, 
“Henceforth ye shall see the Son of man 
sitting at the right hand of Power.” He 
had strong faith in His Father and knew 
that He would exalt His Son in due time 
if He proved faithful to His great task. 
In the second last verse of his gospel, St. 
Mark says, “So then the Lord Jesus, after 
he had spoken unto them, was received up 
into heaven, and sat down at the right 
hand of God.” When St. Stephen was 
stoned to death he had a vision which St. 
Luke records as follows in the seventh 
chapter of the Acts, “But he, being full of 
the Holy Spirit, looked up steadfastly into 
heaven, and saw the glory of God, and 
Jesus standing on the right hand of God, 
and said, ‘Behold, I see the heavens open- 
ed, and the Son of man standing on the 
right hand of God’.” 

Other references to the exaltation of 
Jesus to the right hand of God are found 
in Romans 8:34; Ephesians 1:20; Colos- 
sians 3:1; Hebrews 1:3, 13; 8:1, 12:2; 
which I do not have the room to quote, 
but which I hope you will look up for 
yourselves. 

After St. Paul says in our text, “Where- 
fore also God highly exalted him,” he adds, 
“and gave unto him the name which is 
above every name; that in the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, of things in 
heaven and things on earth and things 
under the earth, and that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.” 

This is added reward and exaltation, 
that God honored Jesus with this high 
honor of giving Him the name which is 
above every name, and that He is receiv- 
ing the homage and praise of the hosts of 
heaven and of earth. 

Let us unite and sing His praise in the 
beautiful hymn, written more than a cen- 
tury and a half ago: 


“All hail the power of Jesus’ name 
Let angels prostrate fall, 

Bring forth the royal diadem, 
And crown Him Lord of all. 


“O that with yonder sacred throng 
We at His feet may fall, 

We'll join the everlasting song 
And crown Him Lord of all.” 
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Birthday Greetings 


By Alliene S. De Chant 


One of the loveliest ladies I know lives 
in the ramblingest house. Why, you ean 
lose yourself in it without even trying! 
And it’s full of windows, cubby holes, and 
winding stairs, and almost every room has 
a fireplace in it. Books are everywhere— 
behind glass doors, on open shelves, on 
tables, on hearth benches—even on the 
polished floor! And on one of the shelves 
is a book that my Poet Lady wrote her 
very ownself. She’s a grandma too, my 
Poet Lady is—the old-fashioned kind that 
keep cookies in an earthen jar, and hides 
peppermints in the easiest places! And in- 
stead of wearing the latest fashions, ’m 
always sure to find her in a gown that 
rustles when she walks, and with the soft- 
est fichu about her neck, tucked in with a 
cameo she bought in Rome. Down across 
the river, not so far away, is a school, a 
school for Negro children, she told me. 
“Perhaps those boys and girls would like 
to see my curios,” I said, but my Poet 
Lady shook her head, and “We never go 
near’ was all she said. But by the time 
the preacher called, and said he’d be glad 
to go with me to that school, my Poet Lady 
put on her hat and coat too. The principal 
met us at the door, put our coats on hang- 
ers, and with a “My children can scarcely 
wait,” led us into the auditorium. The 
room was crowded and the children bowed 
and wished us a smiling “Good morning, 
Friends.” 
the two tallest in my Japanese and Chi- 
nese costumes, and answered their many 
questions. Pastor spoke then, and 
after that the principal called on my Poet 
Lady. She gave them the nicest talk in 
poetry words and how the children eclap- 
ped! They sang three Spirituals for us, 
then, and I hoped they’d never, never stop. 
And the “foresinger”, an eighth grade girl, 
had a voice I shall never forget. Oh! it 
was one of the happiest mornings your 
Birthday Lady ever had! But something 
even happier happened in the office. And 
what do you suppose it was? Why, Easter 
came into the heart of my Poet Lady, and 
she said to the Negro principal, “Would 
you mind accepting a volume of my poetry? 
I’d like the children to read it.” So here’s 
“Out of the Good Friday of ‘Oh! We never 
go near’ into the Easter of giving the best 
my Poet Lady had, to all my Birthday 
Club boys and girls, this Easter week.” 


THE SILVER LINING 


Better to hope though the clouds hang low, 
And to keep the eyes well lifted; 
For the sweet blue sky will soon peep 
‘ through 
When the ominous clouds are rifted! 


There was never a night without a day, 
Or an evening without a morning, 
And the darkest hour, as the proverb goes, 
Is the one before the dawning. 
Selected. 


town, Synod first tolerated a discussion by 
a handful of dreamers (young and old) on 
the subject of a Young People’s Training 
Camp, and what is more, appointed a com- 
mittee to co-operate with the Publication 
and Sunday School Board in selecting a 
site and otherwise initiating such an un- 
dertaking. As usual, the recommenders he- 
came the appointees, so the names of the 
Advisory Committee on Sunday Schools 
which made the recommendation appeared 
on the Camp Committee —Stahr, Obold, 
Rupp, Arner. 

The minutes of two succeeding years re- 
veal little except “progress,” but the most 


interesting and significant aspects of these — 
beginnings do not appear in minutes. A 


- 


I showed my curios, dressing - 


? 


~ 
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determined handful of camp-site hunters 
were automobiling up and down good roads 
and bad—never quite stuck in the mud— 
in season and out of season, through the 


various promising sections of eastern 
Pennsylvania within reasonable distance 
of our constituency. There were good meals 
and bad, late meals and meals missed; 


there were bags of Frank Arner’s peanuts 
consumed; there were swims in the Pohop- 
oco and elsewhere as late as October to 
examine the bottom of prospective swim- 
ming holes; there were goose-chases to 
properties that agents wanted to unload; 
there were barterings with property-own- 
ers in Pennsylvania Dutch that left “yours 
truly” dead from the ears up—but all the 
way there was a scrutinizing search for a 
something that we had in our minds’ eyes, 
for we had plotted the thing on paper and 
knew it like a book. 

Then in September, 1928, we found the 
place. The threads of coincidence by which 
that discovery hung would make a story 
in itself, if there were room to write of it. 
Obold and I tried in vain to escape the 
<lutches of the agent with some good sites 
to sell. But when we saw it, a few of 
us were so sure that we had “struck gold” 
that we came to Synod with a recommen- 
dation of the Mensch Mill property which 
had been clinched with a down payment 
out of the pockets of two preachers and 
one layman of the committee. That was 
in 1928. 

From that point the official activities of 
the committee are fairly familiar to the 
Church. However, a good many interest- 
ing details of the days before the mill 
property was used for a camp are not 
known. There were the efforts of nearly 
a year to do business at the old mill, grind- 
ing meal, sawing logs and pressing apples 
for cider. Maybe old Adam Mensch made 
money, but we could only break even, and 
at last the mill had to give way to a 
dining-hall, but not until many old rotten 
belts were torn (the miller used other ad- 
jectives) and many visits had been made 
by the committee to dream and plan of 
future development. 

Everyone who has been to the camp 
knows what has been done in the way of 
improvement, but Wetzel and Wentzel 
know of the head-scratchings connected 
with the program of renovation and Obold 
knows of the financial anxieties of helping 
these fellows to “make bricks without 
straw.” As all pioneers have discovered, 
it’s hard work breaking trails, but it’s lots 
of fun! 


Laundress: “I couldn’t come yesterday, 
Miss Jones, I had such a pain.” 

Mistress: “What was it, Melissa? 
pepsia?” 

Laundress: “Well, ma’am, it was some- 
thing I eat; the doctor called it acute in- 
discretion.” 


Dys- 


IS PROHIBITION GOOD FOR THE 
BOYS? 


What is best for the boys? Really that 
ought to be the point that decides this 
Prohibition question. Dan Beard, of Boy 
Scout fame, has probably had as close con- 
tact with the boys of our generation as 
any living man, and he is enthusiastic over 
Prohibition, despite the fact that it is so 

oorly enforced. In an interview he said: 

“Prohibition? Yes, sir, I’m for it. Finest 
thing that ever happened to us. No, I 
haven’t always been a Prohibitionist, or 
even a teetotaler. But I never cared for 
the stuff. I’ve always been interested in 
the building of fine minds in sound bodies, 
and that stuff doesn’t help a bit. But Pm 
a Prohibitionist now, all right. I think 
most people are, at- heart. I believe in it 
because I’m an American. And I will give 
my heart and my hand to anything that 
makes for a better America. I believe that 
Prohibition is doing just that, in spite of 
all this wet propaganda calculated to make 
us think that conditions are worse than 
they were before we went dry.” 
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IF YOU WERE A BOY AGAIN 
By Abner E. J. Reeser 


There’s a little town where the 
streets are wide 
And the days are dull and the 
weeks are long; 
Where the gardens blend with the 
country-side 
And a dozen people compose a 
throng. 
Where the farmer’s horses are hitch- 
ed in rows 
And it’s “How do you do, Sam; 
howdy, Hen?” 
And how are the folks all down your 
way?” 
O, what would you give today 
If you were a boy back there 
again? 


There’s a little town where the yards 
are broad 
And the spires point to a peaceful 
sky, 
Where the people cling to their faith 
in God, 
And a few are humble, and few are 
high; 
And the wood smoke rises in thin 
blue wreaths, 
And an old pump stands in the little 
square, 
Where the school bell rings as it used 
to ring 
When its clang put an end to your 
rollicking— 
What if you were a boy, 
there? 


back 


There’s a little town where the nights 
are still, 
Where a cottage is sinking in slow 
decay, 
And where in the graveyard on the 
hill 
A stone that was white is becom- 
ing gray; 
Where they calmly sleep who had 
plans for you, 
Who sighed o’er the childish ills 
you bore, 
Who guided your first steps lov- 
ingly; 
What would you offer if you could 
be 
A boy in that little town once 
more? 


There’s a little town near a winding 
stream 
Where a maiden walked in the 
dusk with you; 
Where you learned to love and you 
learned to dream 
The glorious dreams that will not 
come true; 
Where you learned to think that 
your destiny 
Was to lead armed hosts or to 
govern men; 
But you plod along in the common 


way— 

And what would you gladly give 
today 

If you were a boy back there 
again? 


WORSE STILL 


A clergyman and his wife were receiy- 
ing a call from a parishioner. The clergy- 
man’s small daughter, aged nine, walked 
up to the visitor, and gazing intently at 
her, said: “O, my! But aren’t you homely?” 

Her mother, of course, was horrified and 
sought to undo the mischief as well as she 
could. “Why, Laura,” she said, “what do 
you mean?” 

Frightened, Laura stammered: “I only 
m-m-meant it for a joke.” 

But the mother pushed disastrously on- 
ward: “Well, it would have been a much 
better joke, if you had said, ‘How pretty 
you are!’ ”’—Tit-Bits. 
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Home Education 


“The Child’s First School is the Family” 
—Froebel 


WHEN THERE IS NOT ENOUGH 
By Mrs. Nestor Noel 


Have you ever noticed that whenever 
there is not enough of anything at a meal 
Mother is apt to go without? She says, 
“T do not feel very hungry today,” or “I 
think I will have pie instead of cake,” 
when she would have preferred the cake, 
had there been more of it! I never thought 
this a fair way of acting, though I have 
an only child, and only children are sup- 
posed to be spoiled. 

Not being very well off, now and then 
we did happen to have things that could 
not be divided by three. It is astonishing, 
though, what can be divided by three. For 
instance, a hard-boiled egg, a big choco- 
late, one biscuit, can all be divided. 

When there was no possibility of mak- 
ing a division, we took turns in being fa- 
vored. My daughter fell in with this, 
readily. She would often say, “It is 
Mother’s turn today.” 

The same rule holds good in other ways, 
as when we want to buy dresses. In some 
families the child has three dresses to the 
mother’s one. This, too, is unfair. If 
Mother does not need a dress, she should 
buy something else for herself. I do not 
believe we should go without so many 
things “for our children’s sake.” Mother- 
love does not necessarily mean martyrdom, 
nor should it mean anything of the sort in 
every-day life. Of course, if a child were 
in danger, a mother would naturally risk 
her own life to save her child. 

Children, especially babies, quickly fall 
into the habit of being considered first. 
“His Majesty the Baby” had better be 
changed, now and then, to “Her Majesty 
the Mother.” 

We cannot expect our children to do 
little things for us when we are sick if 
they have not been accustomed to doing 
them when we were well. How useless 
some children are during a mother’s illness! 
Whose fault is this if not her own? 

Spoiled children take as their right 
everything we are foolish enough to allow 
them. Even in the matter of arm chairs 
and sofas, the baby must not monopolize. 
Perhaps you do not believe she will? Well, 
you can give her a chance if you like. 
I promise you, you will be sorry for it 
afterwards, 

Mothers should teach children to share 
whatever they have with other members 
of the household—to give and take un- 
selfishly. Without this attitude of mind 
the family fails as an institution. 


“My sympathy and interest in the kin- 
dergarten movement cause me to wish that 
financial resources were available to pro- 
vide such facilities for all of our nation’s 
young children. I believe kindergartens 
can be made to pay in every way.’’—Her- 
vin U. Roop, President, Lincoln Memorial 
University, Harrogate, Tennessee. 

If there is no kindergarten in your com- 
munity, write the National Kindergarten 
Association, 8 West Fortieth Street, New 
York, and ask what you can do about it. 


“Funny, ain’t it, pa,” said Johnny, “that 
everybody in our house is some kind of an 
animal,” 

“What do you mean?” 

“Why mother’s a dear and baby’s a little 
lamb and I’m a kid—I can’t think what 
you are, pa.” 

“Y’m the goat, my son.” 


“What will the modern girl be twenty 
years from now?” 
“Oh, about three years older.” 
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The Family Altar 


By Prof. H. H. Wernecke 


HELP FOR WEEK OF APRIL 6-12 

Practical Thought: “There is joy in the 
presence of the angels of God over one 
sinner that repenteth.” 

Memory Hymn: “Angels, 
Away.” 


Roll the 


Rock 


Prayer for the children: 
Jesus, tender Shepherd, 
Hear me when I pray; 
Guide and keep me safely 
Through the coming day. 


Amen. 


Monday—tThe Prodigal Son 
Luke 15:11-24 

It has been said that this familiar par- 
able portrays three stages that are quite 
common in human experience: sick of 
home, homesick, home. Whether an indi- 
vidual leaves home to cross the ocean to 
come to America, or leaves the farm for 
the glamor of the city or leaves the home 
community for another—if the reason for 
the change is a thankless dissatisfaction 
with the conditions that the parents have 
tried to provide for them, the first stage 
of that experience is closely akin to that 
of the Prodigal. Fortunately that does 
not necessarily mean the limit of degrada- 
tion to which the lost son descended. Many 
a pitfall is avoided because the prayers of 
a mother or father accompany the wan- 
derer until homesickness overtakes him 
and brings him back. This unexcelled par- 
able of God’s grace continues to be the 
most complete picture of the character and 
consequences of sin and a beautiful pic- 
ture of repentance. 

Prayer: Bless our homes, O Father, that 
love, respect, and appreciation may be 
planted in the hearts of children and young 
people and that fathers and mothers may 
be guided by wisdom, understanding and 
loving patience. Let straying sons and 
daughters experience a great longing to get 
back to Thee and find there abiding joy 
and satisfaction. Amen. 


Tuesday—Repent and Live 
Ezek. 18:21-32 

God’s desire that man repent and live is 
stated in no other sacred literature in as 
inspiring and comforting a manner as here. 
Our catechism defines true repentance as 
heartfelt sorrow for sin, hating it and flee- 
ing from it more and more and heartfelt 
joy in God, loving and delighting to live 
according to the will of God, in all good 
works. This is the gratitude we owe God 
for the redemption through Christ Jesus. 
What the prophet saw dimly but experi- 
enced really, we are privileged to behold 
clearly and rejoice in. 

Prayer: We thank Thee, Lord Jesus, that 
Thou hast come that we might have life 
and have it abundantly. Help us to see 
Thee more clearly as the source of all our 
blessings so that we may realize more 
fully that apart from Thee we ean do noth- 
ing and through Thee, Thou strengthening 
us, we can do all things. Amen. 


Wednesday—Hezekiah’s Repentance 
2 Chron. 32:20-26 

Hezekiah’s prayer is found in 2 Kings 
19:14-19. It will be helpful to read this 
also in addition to the regular Scripture 
passage. Hezekiah is declared guilty of 
two great sins: ingratitude, “he rendered 
not again according to the benefit done 
unto him,” and pride, “his heart was lifted 


up.” But when the wrath of Jehovah was 
pronounced against him and his people by 
Isaiah, he humbled himself before Jehovah, 
saying ‘Good is the word of the Lord 
which thou hast spoken’.” The result was 
that the judgment, the Babylonian Captiv- 
ity came not in the days of Hezekiah but 
fell upon his sons. Children frequently 
suffer for the evil-doing of their parents, 
and subjects for that of their rulers. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, may all the experi- 
ences that come to us in life bring us 
closer to Thee. If afflictions and disap- 
pointments are our lot, may they serve to 
lessen the hold of material things upon us 
and give us a yearning for a closer walk 
with Thee. 


Thursday—Josiah’s Repentance 
2 Kings 22:11-20 

The prophetess reveals here a God of 
retributive justice, the wicked are treated 
with severity, the good are treated with 
favor. Though righteous judgments soon 
were to descend upon his country on ac- 
count of its many and grave sins, Josiah, 
who had proved faithful among the faith- 
less, was to be taken away “from the evil 
to come.” It is significant that Josiah 
trembled at God’s Word and did not dis- 
pute the justice of God’s threatenings, ac- 
knowledging that he was righteous and the 
people wicked. Then too, he included him- 
self in the general condemnation, “Wrath 
against us.” He received the Word with 
humility, with faith and trembling of heart 
at its threatenings. 

Prayer: 

Before Thee, God, who knowest all, 

With grief and shame I prostrate fall; 

I see my sins against Thee, Lord, 

The sins of thought, of deed, and word, 

They press me sore, I ery to Thee: 

O God, be merciful to me! Amen. 


Friday—Nineveh’s Repentance 
John 3:5-10 


The repentance of Nineveh began with 
“helieving God.” Belief of the truth is a 
logical first step in the awakening as also 
the development of the Christian life. 
Until we recognize a disease and its dan- 
gers, we take no step toward cure. Here 
is Jona in Nineveh, alone against the world. 
But when his message was believed as 
God’s message, the hearts of the people 
were bowed as the heart of one man and 
they act on a possibility, “Who can tell 
if God will turn and repent?’ And yet 
the possibility may well have seemed a 
probability to them, for if destruction had 
been in the mind of God, he certainly 
would not have warned them. The very 
warning implied an open door to forgive- 
ness and peace. The result was that God 
could look down upon another people in 
Nineveh who “turned from their evil way.” 
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness. 

Prayer: O loving Father, who hast so 
earnestly sought us as Thy children as to 
give Thy Son for us, we pray Thee, let 
Thy word shine into our hearts so that we 
may know more fully Thy gracious love 
and be led to turn ever more completely 
from darkness to Thy wondrous light. 
Amen. 


Saturday—Peter’s Repentance 
Luke 22:54-62 
Peter’s fall, his act of cowardice, may 
be traced to his self-confidence. When he 
protested that he would be true to Christ, 
even though all should forsake Him, he 
was sincere, but at the same time revealed 
his pride. The immediate result was his 


failure to obey the Master to wateh and 
pray. Consequently when the cause of 
Jesus seemed hopeless, Peter’s courage 
gave way and three times he denied his. 
Lord. The crowing of the cock and a 
glimpse of the Lord were sufficient to make 
him recall the words of Jesus, whereupon 
he shed bitter tears of repentance that 
prepared the way for pardon and peace. 
Our tendency is to view with scorn this 
tragic defeat of the apostle, but have we 
not in times of less severe testing as truly 
denied our Lord, by word or deed, per- 
haps with similar cowardice and defeat? 
More important, however, is the question 
whether such a fall has been followed by 
a genuine repentance that led, as in the 
case of Peter, to a new confession of love 
and a life of deeper devotion. 

Prayer: Dear Savior, Jesus Christ, we 
thank Thee that Thou dost love every 
straying soul and dost send out Thy loving 
calls to sinners to return to Thee. Make 
our hearts tender with a sense of deep 
gratitude to Thee so that Thy goodness 
may lead us to repentance. Amen. 


Sunday—Isaiah’s Call to Repentance 
Isa. 55:1-11 

It has been said that whole libraries. 
could better be spared from literature than 
the one verse, Let the wicked forsake his 
way .. . and return to our God, for He 
will abundantly pardon. Sin is there re- 
ferred to as separation from God. It is 
true God is not far from any one of us, 
but our ingratitude, our unworthiness, our 
guilt, may compel us to feel and know our- 
selves terribly far from Him. Hence re- 
pentanece means an abandonment by the 
sinful soul of its evil way, a consequent 
change in the habit of life, and a return 
to God. On the repentant believing sinner 
God will not only have mercy, but He will 
abundantly pardon him. 

Prayer: We thank Thee, our Father, for 
Thy gracious promises and the-peace that 
we are permitted to enjoy through accept- 
ing them. Amen. 


Puzzle Box 


ANSWER TO—HIDDEN WORD PUZZLE 
IN RHYME, No. 21 


HGGS AND RABBITS 


BEHEADED WORDS, No. 16 


1. Behead the record of the points made 
in a game and get the hearts of your 
apples. Behead them and secure min- 
erals in the rough. Behead them and 
get the Latin for things. 

Behead to be skilled or talented and 

get the thing that is used to raise or 

lift. Behead it and get always. 

3. Behead the amount paid for an article 
and get an important cereal. Behead 
it and see water that is frozen. 

4, Behead an important secreting organ of 

the body and get one-fourth of the 

earth. Behead it and get a familiar 
conjunction. 

Behead to deliver an oration and get 

the fixed charges. Behead it and see 

what you did with your cake. 

6. Behead to dim or blur the sight and 
see one of Shakespeare’s kings. Be- 
head him and get what you must have 
if you want to hear. 

7. Behead to seek after higher things and 
behold the top of your Church steeple. 
Behead it twice and get wrath or anger. 

A. M. S. 
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SCOTCH DISTILLERS AND AMERICAN 
PROHIBITION 


(From the “Chicago Tribune,” ‘Letters to 
the Editor,” March 12, 1931) 


Chicago, March 5.—I come from Camp- 
belltown, Scotland, which prior to the great 
war was one of the leading whisky making 


towns in the British Isles, having over 
thirty distilleries in constant operation. 
At the height of its prosperity Campbell- 
town sent thousands of gallons of whisky 
to New York every week. Today all the 
distilleries are idle and there are millions 
of gallons of whisky lying in bonded ware- 
houses awaiting a market. 


We Campbelltown folk are watching with 
interest the wonderful fight “The Tribune” 
is making to break down respect for the 
so-called law which infringes upon the nat- 
ural rights of man. Without your admir- 
able persistence we are afraid the aleohol 


habits of the people would have died =— 


natural death and the rising generation — 
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would never have realized how daring, 
brave, and smart it is to take a hand in 
showing the Anti-Saloon League that it is 
not as powerful as it thinks it is. 


All success to your campaign! In time 
it will be the most profitable advertising 
we have experienced, and in true Scottish 
spirit we are particularly happy in the 
fact that it does not cost us a cent. When 
you succeed in throwing off this tre- 
mendous restraint on trade, Campbelltown 
will benefit tremendously from the inflow 
of gold while your hearts will be cheered 
by the inflow of the finest aqua vitae the 
world has ever seen, which has been matur- 
ing in the wood for years. 


A Chicago Scot. 


THIS IS NOT PAID PROPAGANDA 


If There is Anyone in the World Qualified 
to Judge the Benefits of Prohibition, 
it is Miss Evangeline Booth. Read 
Carefully What She Told the 
Wickersham Commission 


The “New York Times” of January 21, 1931 


“In a remarkable statement to the Wick- 
ersham Commission by Miss Evangeline 
Booth, she says in part: 

“To sum up the conclusion of the Salva- 
tion Army in a sentence or two, I desire 
to state in unmistakable terms that the 
benefits derived from Prohibition far out- 
weigh any difficulties that may have been 
raised against its enforcement, that the 
wettest of wet areas is less wet today than 
it was when the saloon, usually accompan- 
ied by the speakeasy, was wide open, and 
that much of the outcry against the Vol- 
stead Act, so far from proving a failure 
of enforcement, arises from persons who in 
fact cannot obtain all the liquor that they 
desire. 

“As Commander-in-Chief of the Salvation 
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Army in the United States, and with full 
support of my officers, | warn the Commis- 
sion that any surrender to the forces of 
crime and indulgence at this time will be 
followed inevitably by a heavy toll in hu- 
man life and by a loss of the prosperity 
which has been an untold blessing to mil- 
lions of our homes. 

“The hope that crime will be diminished 
by concessions to crime is preposterous on 
the face of it. The Salvation Army knows 
the underworld. Tens of thousands of its 
victims have been rescued by our efforts, 
and a victory of the wets over the law of 
the land, if permitted, will be a signal for 
an orgy of exultation and renewed excesses, 
by those whose entire life is a rebellion 
against orderly citizenship. 

“You can hush every other voice of 
national and individual entreaty and com- 
plaint! You may silence every other tongue 
—even those of mothers of destroyed sons 
and daughters, of wives of profligate hus- 
bands—but let the children speak! ‘The 
little children, the wronged children, the 
crippled children, the abused children, the 
blind children, the imbecile children, the 
dead children. This army of little chil- 
dren! Let their weak voices, faint with 
oppression, cold and hunger, be heard! Let 
their little faces, pinched by want of glad- 
ness, be heeded! Let their challenge— 
though made by small forms, too mighty 
for estimate—be reckoned with. Let their 
writing upon the wall of the nation—al- 
though traced by tiny fingers, as stupendous 
as eternity—be correctly interpreted and 
read, that the awful robbery of the lawful 
heritage of their little bodies, minds and 
souls is laid at the brazen gates of 
ALCOHOL!” 


“+ * * 


If anyone is entitled to speak with au- 
thority on this subject, it is Miss Booth, 
and what she says is NOT PAID 
PROPAGANDA. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 
First Sunday after Easter 
April 12, 1931 
The Prodigal Son 
Luke 15:11-24 

Golden Text: There is joy in the pres- 
ence of the angels of God over one sinner 
that repenteth. Luke 15:10. 

Lesson Outline: 1. The Son. 2. 
Father. 3. The Brother. 

The story of the Prodigal Son is gener- 
ally recognized as the pearl of parables. 
Merely as a piece of literature, it is a 
flawless gem. No story writer has ever 
surpassed it. And the content matches 
the form. The story of this hapless youth 
is the gospel wrought out in living char- 
acters. It is an epitome of life, its sin and 
its salvation. : 

What a contrast there is between this 
graphic and gripping story, and our man- 
made theologies, our subtle theories of con 
version, regeneration, and justification. But 
the Master’s picture carries us closer to 
the heart of reality than all the theologi- 
cal systems devised by man. f 

J. The Son. The picture of the Prodigal 
Son is sketched in three panels. The first 
depicts his ignoble departure from home; 
the second portrays his life in the far 
country; and the third describes his re- 
turn, They are drawn with marvelous 
fidelity to life. Each of them most real- 
istically represents an aspect of sin, and a 
phase in the life of a sinner. ; 

There is, first, the picture of his depar- 
ture from home. “A certain man had two 
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sons: and the younger of them said to his 
father, Father, give unto me the portion 
of thy substance that falleth unto me. And 
he divided unto them his living. And not 
many days after, the younger son gathered 
all together and took his journey into a 
far country; and there he wasted his sub- 
stance with riotous living.” 

The plot is simple, and the treatment 
bare. There are no sensational touches, 
and no emotional scenes. But it is a com- 
plete sketch of a domestic tragedy. We 
see the happy home and the gracious 
father, and we look with amazement upon 
the wanton youth. Home restraints gall 
him, and home blessings pall upon him. He 
is tired of the humdrum monotony of it 
all. He longs for the variety and pleas- 
ures of distant scenes. Unfettered free- 
dom is his heart’s desire . . . “self-expres- 
sion,” youth calls it. So he gathers up his 
base ingratitude, his selfishness, his re- 
bellion in one bold demand. And then he 
starts on his riotous excursion into a far 
country. 

The spiritual significance of this pathetic 
picture is obvious. Sin is a departure from 
the true home of the soul. It is self-willed, 
alienation and separation from a gracious 
Father. That, of course, is not the full 
truth concerning sin. Let us remember 
that our lesson chapter contains also the 
stories of the Lost Coin and the Lost 
Sheep. These parables of Jesus portray 
sinners who are the prey of circumstances 
and the pitiable victims of ignorance. But 
the Prodigal Son is of a different stripe. 
He treads the path of dalliance deliberate- 
ly. He is the willful sinner who prefers 
riotous and reckless living to parental re- 
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@1CE AN @UTLAW. 
ALWAYS A BADMAN' # 


“No!” said the young’ 
preacher, in the early 
days of the Southwest. 


Was he right? 


Buck Boone, rustler and 
gunman, meets on _ the 
open range not only the 
Reverend Granville 
Adams, but also Bonnie, 
daughter of the prairies. 
What life brought to 
these three and to their 
community is related by 
Fletcher M. Sisson, him- 


self a pioneer, in 
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straint. The pleasures of sin are more al- 
luring to him than the blessings and bene- 
fits of the household of God. He spends 
his youth and strength, his time and his 
talents, his money and his manhood just as 
he pleases. He hearkens neither to the 
demands of God nor to the dictates of his 
conscience, 

And the father in the parable interposes 
no objection, apparently, to the wanton and 
wicked demand of his son. We can imagine 
that sorrow filled his heart, and filmed his 
eyes. But there is no expostulation or 
angry refusal. He complies with the bold 
request of his rebellious child. And, thus, 
Jesus portrays the majesty of man, and the 
potential tragedy of a man’s life. Though 
atoms of dust, we are free moral agents. 
God has made us so—in His own image! 
And, therefore, there can be no compul- 
sion in man’s choice of God. A compul- 
sory religion is not religion at all. If a 
man is determined to bar God from his 
life, he can do it. He can break away 
from home, and rebel against his father. 
There is no omnipotence that will stop 
him. 

In the next panel we see the Prodigal in 
the far country. He had left home with 
glistening eyes, and with a glowing heart. 
But, “when he had spent all, there arose 
a mighty famine in that country; and he 
began to be in want.” And his want in- 
creased until he was reduced to the most 
abject degradation. “He would fain have 
been filled with the husks that the swine 
did eat; and no man gave unto him.” 

Is it possible to picture the folly of sin, 
its bitter fruit, more vividly or more truth- 
fully? The pleasures of sin, so-called, are 
described in a few words, “He wasted his 
substance with riotous living.” But the 
inevitable harvest of sin is portrayed 
graphically. Instead of a bountiful feast, 
the Prodigal found a famine. Viewed 
from the shelter of his home, sin looked 
radiant and beguiling. But it betrayed 
him. The shamed and starving lad saw 
it in all its hideous nakedness. And that 
is the disillusionment that awaits every 
sinner, sooner or later. 

Finally, we have the reeovery of the 
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Prodigal, and his return. “When he came 
to himself, he said, I will arise and go to 
my Father, and I will say unto him, Father, 
I have sinned against heaven, and in thy 
sight; I am no more worthy to be called 
thy son; make me as one of thy hired ser- 
vants. And he and came to his 
father.” 

Here may be found all the great doc- 
trines men have put into their theologies: 
conviction of sin, repentance, faith, and 
conversion. But here they are stated in 
terms of life. And as Jesus, the Master- 
teacher, depicted them they are absolutely 
and eternally true to human experience. 

It may be difficult to understand the 
process of conversion and regeneration as 
taught in our text-books, but it is quite 
impossible to doubt or deny the experience 
of the prodigal in the far country. Uni- 
versal experience authenticates and veri- 
fies it. Men may, indeed, seek their hap- 
piness among the treasures and pleasures 
of the world, but they are bound to fail 
in their quest. There is a gnawing hunger 
in the soul of man that can never be sat- 
isfied with the husks of this world. There 
is a father-hand tugging at his heart- 
strings that will never let him rest con- 
tent in a far country. The very penalties 
of sin are mercies in disguise. They are 
the remedies which God administers to sick 
souls for their recovery. 

II. The Father. “And he arose and 
came to his father.’ Doubtless the 
Prodigal found the way home difficult. 
Shame was in his heart, and the dread of 
meeting his outraged father. It was weary 
plodding all the way. But he stuck man- 
fully to his resolution. He suffered neither 
pride, fear, nor shame to thwart his pur- 
pose. 

And then came a marvelous experience. 
“But while he was yet afar off, his father 
saw him, and was moved with compassion, 
and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed 
him.” And when the penitent son began 
to stammer his confession, his father would 
not let him finish with “make me as one 
of thy hired servants.” He interrupted 
his broken utterance, and bade the ser- 
vants bring robe, ring, and shoes, and pre- 
pare a feast: “for this my son was dead, 
and is alive again; he was lost, and is 
found.” 

So God receives penitent sinners. We 
dare to believe and proclaim that glad 
tidings on the authority of Jesus. That 
is the good news He brought to men. When 
the Prodigal arises and comes home, the 
divine heart is satisfied and happy. That 
is the meaning of God’s law and the pur- 
pose of His love—to bring His wayward 
and wandering children home. And when 
they return, there is no wrath to be ap- 
peased, and no reckoning to be satisfied. 
There is a love and a welcome that far 
surpass the measure of man’s mind. 

III. The Brother. Who is this Elder 
Brother,whose protest marred the feast? He 
represents the Pharisees, those “respectable 
sinners” who scorned and despised Jesus 
for His friendly association with publicans. 
Doubtless they felt that Jesus’ theory of 
the atonement was altogether too easy for 
sinners. It was subversive of the law that 
decreed the death of the soul that sinneth. 
It made light of punishment. It set at 
naught the kind of righteousness and reli- 
gion which the Pharisees so boastfully pro- 
claimed, and upon which they based their 
claim of heaven. 

That Pharisee is with us still. The Elder 
3rother represents a type as permanent as 
the Prodigal. There are Churches so re- 
spectable that they refuse to admit sin- 
ners that come to them marred by riotous 
living in far countries of alienation from 
God. There are Churehmen who refuse to 
believe that God’s attitude toward sinners 
is properly portrayed in Jesus’ matchless 
parable. They would substitute an angry 
judge for the gracious Father; inexorable 
law for uncaleulating love; condign pun- 
ishment for the kiss and the feast. They 
share the anger and indignation of the 
Elder Brother. 

Now there was an element of truth and 
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justice in the attitude of this Elder 
Brother, and in this protest. He had been 
a dutiful son, who had never shamed or 
hurt his father. It was natural for him 
to regard his prodigal brother with stern 
disapproval and suspicion. At the very 
least, he felt, this riotous waster should 
be put on probation and under stern disci- 
pline. 

That still remains the attitude of society 
toward the fallen, It does not invite them 
to feasts and to friendship. It barely lends 
them a helping hand in the difficult task of 
moral and economic self-recovery. And it 
is right, and good for the fallen, that they 
should fight and win their way back, earn- 
estly and humbly, to the positions and 
privileges which they have wantonly for- 
feited. 

And yet the spirit of the Elder Brother 
was essentially an evil spirit. It was not 
the spirit of Christ. And the same thing 
is true of the attitude of society toward 
its delinquent members. The Elder Brother 
manifested neither his Father’s spirit, nor 
the spirit of a true brother. He under- 
stood neither the love of God, nor the need 
of man. For what fallen men need su- 
premely is a brother’s love, reflecting the 
infinite love of God in His attitude toward 
sinners. A love that will warm them with 
its weleome, and strengthen them with its 
trust. That alone will enable prodigals to 
recover their places in the family of God’s 
children, 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D. 


April 12: How Far Dare We Practice the 
Brotherhood of Man? Matt. 23:8-12 


When Jesus told His disciples, “One is 
your Master and all ye are brethren,” He 
gave expression to one of the most far- 
reaching and most soul-searching truths 
that has ever been uttered. Let us remem- 
ber the kind of a world in which Jesus 
lived when He walked with His disciples. 
Human society was divided into all sorts 
of classes. There were, first of all, the 
Jews and the Samaritans. These had no 
dealings with each other. The Jew de- 
spised the Samaritan and called him a dog. 
Then there were the Pharisees and the 
publicans. The Pharisee thanked God that 
he was not like other men, and especially 
not like the publican. There was a high 
wall of separation between these two types 
of people. There were also the orthodox 
and the sinners. The sinners were out- 
easts and the saints were ready to stone 
them. And then, back of all these groups, 
there was the great line of national de- 
markation between Palestine and Rome. 
The world in which Jesus lived was thus 
one of hatred and strife and bitterness. 
National, religious and social differences 
divided human society into hostile camps. 
Into such a social order Jesus came and 
announced His program of universal 
brotherhood. It was revolutionary, to say 
the least. But Jesus had come with a 
Gospel for all men. He was not the Savior 
of the Jew alone, but of all men. 

The universal element in the teaching of 
Jesus is one of the chief characteristics of 
His message. He was the Son of Man, and 
while He sprung from the Jewish race He 
was far more than a Jew, and He included 
in His program of salvation all who would 
accept Him. If the religion which He 
founded was to move out into the great 
pagan and Roman world, which was rent 
and torn asunder by racial, religious, na- 
tional and social prejudices, it was neces- 
sary that there should be a new conception 
of human society. And this new idea the 
first Christian preachers proclaimed with 
a boldness that was fairly astounding. One 
cannot fully understand the great message 
of the Apostles, and especially of Paul, 
without bearing this fact in mind. They 
were proclaiming a universal gospel. They 
were announcing a social order, a fellow- 
ship which was held together not by Ro- 
man law but by the bonds of a spiritual 
communion. 
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And then the remarkable thing in hu- 
man history happened. The old differences 
among them disappeared, the former divi- 
sions were healed, and they all felt them- 
selves belonging to a great brotherhood 
in which the common bond was love. They 
began to call each other “brethren,” al- 
though the word brother in the New Testa- 
ment does not include all men in general 
but only those who were fellow-members 
of the household of faith. As long as the 
Church kept this bond of fellowship un- 
broken it kept growing in influence and 
power. Nothing could withstand its prog- 
ress. But when men allowed barriers to 
brotherhood to be interposed between them- 
selves, then troubles developed, strife and 
separation took the place of Christian love 
and unity. Thus brotherhood is not an 
incident in the religion of Jesus and in 
the life of the Church, but its very essence. 
It is not a question whether we shall have 
brotherhood in the Church or not. We ean- 
not have a Church of Jesus Christ without 
it. It is a vital part of our religion. If 
God is the Father of all men, then all men 
are brothers. If God made of one blood 
all the nations on the face of the earth 
then the human race forms one large fam- 
ily in which all are brothers. But our 
human weakness has not always been ready 
to acknowledge this. Men have divided 
themselves into classes, into separate 
groups and have erected barriers between 
themselves, barriers of color, of creed, of 
caste, of cash, and thus have brought on 
the great misunderstandings and conflicts 
in human history. All the wars of the 
world have been due to a breach of human 
brotherhood. From that early day when 
Cain slew his own brother, to our present 
time, there have been these violations of 
brotherhood and men have sneeringly ask- 
ed: “Am I my brother’s keeper?” 

The only institution in the world that 
has consistently tried to keep the bond of 
brotherhood intact is the Chureh of Jesus 
Christ. And the Church ought to be the 
most brotherly place on earth. More dam- 
age is done by its failure to realize the 
spirit of brotherhood than by any other 
neglect on its part. We know all this, 
we talk about it, we sing about it, we 
pray about it, but we so often fail to 
practice it. We are kept apart by so many 
forces and factors in our life. Fashions 
enslave us, conventions bind us, prejudices 
divide us. The seamless robe of Christ is 
often rent asunder, and the bond of 
brotherhood is broken. 


Now, in practicing the brotherhood of 
man the first requisite is that of a Chris- 
tian attitude. Why should we regard any 
man as inferior to ourselves? Why should 
the accident of color, a deeper pigment in 
the skin, set us apart from the man for 
whom Christ also died? Have not some 
men and women of darker hue hearts as 
white as ours? Why should we draw a 
color line and exelude the black man, the 
yellow man, the red man from the circle 
which Christ Himself has drawn when He 
ineluded all in His plan of salvation? Why 
should our nationalism make us so narrow 
and so provincial that we can look upon 
other nations only with suspicion, envy 
and hatred? Why should our intelligence 
make us so proud that we come to look 
with disdain upon those less educated? 
Why should there be intellectual snobbery 
among us? Why should our wealth entitle 
us to assume airs and attitudes by which 
we frown upon those who are less fortu- 
nate among us? Why should we lord it 
over others who must needs be hewers of 
wood and drawers of water? All this will 
not be so if we are truly Christian and 
have the mind of Christ. The superior gifts 
and qualifications, the advantages which 
we may possess, should make us all the 
more ready to serve in lifting up others 
to our own level. 

In the next place, we can prace 
tice human brotherhood by the spirit of 
helpfulness. We must lend a helping hand 
to our brotherman. Remember that we all 


constitute a common bundle of humanity. — 
When one suffers, all suffer; when one an 
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oppressed all are pulled down. This is so 
evident in our present economic depres- 
sion. The captains of industry, the lords 
of finance are distracted today as well as 
the unemployed. It is not enough to talk 
and sing about human brotherhood. We 
must demonstrate it by mutual helpfulness. 
We cannot truly worship at God’s altar 
if we remember that our brother has aught 
against us. It is more important to be 
reconciled to one’s brother than to go to 
Church and pray. Moreover, we cannot 
ourselves walk with Christ unless and 
until we go and find our brother and bring 
him likewise to Jesus. 

In the third place we can practice the 
brotherhood of man by stopping the ugly 
propaganda that is often conducted against 
the Jew, the Negro, the Japanese and other 
nationals among us. We should banish 
from our vocabulary such words as “for- 
eigner” and “alien” and words of like im- 
port and recognize the value of each man 


and woman in the sight of God. We 
should insist on justice to every man, 
regardless of color or creed. We 


should discourage all race prejudice, all 
race riots, all clannishness, all ostracism 
from hotels, and Pullman cars of people 
who may wear another color than we do. 
But above all we should weleome every 
man and woman and child of every race, 
nation, color and class into the fellowship 
of the Church. If we fail to do it here, 
how can it be done in other circles of life? 
“Therefore, O Brother Man, fold to thy 
heart thy brother, pour out thy soul in 
loving service to thy fellowman and thy 
brother shall honor thee and together shall 
ye stand at last to receive the honors of a 
common Father.” 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. Henry E. Gebhard, Supt. 


The Crane Co. entertained our children 
with motion pictures on “The Valve” on 
Monday evening, Mar. 23. It was a very 
interesting presentation. 

Sixty of the Bethany family journeyed 
to Reading on Saturday afternoon, Mar. 
21, as the guests of a friend in Reading 
and enjoyed the illustrated lecture of Ad- 
miral Byrd on his experiences in the South 
polar regions. 

One of the outstanding events at Beth- 
any is the Confirmation of our children, 
which always is conducted on Palm Sun- 
day, with their first partaking of the Holy 


Communion on Easter Sunday. The 22 
members of the confirmation class are as 
follows: 

Sarah Ott, Salem, Doylestown; Mary 


Walters, First, Spring City; Violet Dixon, 
Emmanuel, Minersville; Rebecca Rohrer, 
Salem, Shamokin; Elsie Hand, Trinity, 
Tower City; Fern Souders, Christ, Packer- 
ton; Grace Setzler, First, Spring City; 
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THIS MANS IDEA 


IS A GOD- 


SEND TO 


FOLKS WHO NEED 
YS MONEY #3 


By B.B.Ceyer 


This is a true story. I 
know this man _ person- 
ally. I know of the folks 
he has helped. I know 
of widows with children 
to support who thank 
him for their incomes. I 
know of men who lost 
their jobs but are now 
making more money than 
ever before. Yes, | know 
of literally thousands of 
folks to whom this man’s 
idea of doing business is 
a god-send. 


How Much Do You Need? 


If you need money I know you will be inter- 
ested in the wonderful opportunity this man 
has to offer you. 

He is President of a large million-dollar manu- 
facturing company. He started a few years 
ago with an idea. It was this. He said, “I 
will share the profits of my business with the 
folks who help me.” His business became 
tremendously successful. And today it is still 
growing. Right now he needs 300 men and 
women in all parts of the country. He needs 
someone in your section to help handle in- 
creased business. To everyone who comes 
with him he guarantees a fair, square deal 
and an amazing opportunity to make money 
in pleasant, dignified work. 


Will $40 a Week 
Help You? 


You don’t have to invest 
any capital. He has taken 
care of that. You don’t 
need any experience. He 
tells you the few things you 
need to do in simple, plain 
language. I'll be surprised 
if you don’t make $25 to 
$35 a week for a few hours 
of your spare time. If you 
want to, you can stay on 
with him permanently. 
Your earnings will be in 
proportion to the time you 
can devote. I know of 
people who make anywhere 
from $40 to $100 in a week. 


Your Income 
Can Start At Once 


I sincerely ask you to fill out and mail the coupon. 
You don’t obligate yourself or risk anything. You 
will receive complete instructions by mail. You 
can start right away and have the money you need 
coming in. It will certainly pay you to give this a 
trial. By all means, get the details. Just put your 
name and address on the coupon. Mail it today. 
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Alb--t Mills, President, 

7384 Monmouth Ave., ‘Cincinnati, Ohlo. 

Yes, | want to make money. Without cost or obligation, 


send me full details of the wonderful opportunity now 
open in my locality. 


Name...... 


Nef fe ae were chit on ak dens od SR eee Se eee ee 


WC A.P.Co. ~~~~~~*(Printor Write Plainly) 


Ervin Stiely, Bethany Home, Womelsdorf; 
John Matlock, St. John’s, Harrisburg; 
Harry Bayletts, St. John’s, Boalsburg; 
Robert George, Trinity, Shenandoah; Wil- 
liam Wentzel, Olivet, Mt. Penn; John Gas- 
peron, Grace, Philadelphia; Stewart Cole, 
Christ, Norristown; Francis Umphrey, Ev. 
Reformed, Belfast; Jesse DeHaven, Trin- 
ity, Pottstown; Harold Frey, Trinity, Lees- 
port; James Gift, Hinnershitz, Reading; 
Robert Duncan, Messiah, Philadelphia; 
Harry Stahler, St. James, Mausdale; James 
Beltz, Grace, Allentown; Lenord Miller, 
St. Paul’s, Reading. 
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According to a recent census the popula- 
tion of Istanbul has dropped 119,000 since 
1927. Marriages are declining in number, 
the birthrate is dropping and suicides are 
increasing, all contributing to the decay of 
what was once called the Queen City of the 
East. Angora, the new capital of Turkey, 
is growing rapidly. 

Arthur A. Ballantine, of New York, as- 
sumed Mar. 17 his duties as Assistant Sec- 
retary of the Treasury. He succeeds Wal- 
ter E. Hope. 

A pledge of $2,215,000 by John D. Rocke- 
feller, Jr., to the University of Chicago 
has been ‘announced by President Robert 
Maynard Hutchins. 

1,800 convicts at the State penitentiary 


at Statesville, Ill., in a ferment of rebel- 


lion, set fire to the model prison, causing 
a loss of $500,000. During the battle 3 
prisoners were shot, one fatally. The mil- 


itia was put in control. 7 buildings were 
destroyed. 

Bernt Balehen and F. Merion Cooper, 
war flier and explorer, piloted a plane ina 


search for viking victims on the ice floes 


surrounding Horse Island. 18 were still 
missing Mar. 19. 
Mal S. Daugherty, a brother of the 


Attorney General in the Harding Cabinet, 
has been sentenced to 10 years in the Ohio 
Penitentiary for misappropriating funds 
while president of the Ohio State Bank at 
Washington Court House. 


63 days after President Hoover, as head 


of the American Red Cross, announced the 
opening of a nation-wide campaign for 
funds to aid the needy in the drought area, 
the relief fund of $10,000,000 had been 
realized with additional contributions com- 


ing into the national headquarters at 
Washington. 
William Coolidge Lane, for 30 years 


at Harvard University and for 
died at his 


librarian 
the last 3 librarian emeritus, 
home in Cambridge, Mar. 18. He was 72. 

The establishment of an international 
organization to work in co-operation with 
the League of Nations in studying condi- 
tions of blind persons throughout the world 
will be proposed at the world conference 
on work for the blind to be held in New 
York City in April. 

The Italian air force lost one of its most 
brilliant fliers when Colonel Umberto Mad- 


dalena crashed Mar. 19 into the sea off 
Pisa. 

Two persons were killed and nearly a 
score injured by a tornado at Clinton, 


Okla., Mar. 19. 


The Philippines were shaken by two 
earthquakes Mar. 19, causing property 
damage of $500,000, but no lives were lost. 


Former Chancellor Hermann Mueller, 
one of the outstanding post-war figures of 
the German Socialist party, died Mar. 20 
at Berlin. He was in in his 55th year and 
had been identified with the German labor 
movement since 1898. He was twice Chan- 


cellor and had signed the Treaty of Ver- 
sailles. 

Rear Admiral Joseph Ballard Murdock, 
retired, died at Manchester, N. H., Mar. 
20, at the age of 80. He was in active 
service 43 years. 

Eleanor Mark Parkhurst, wife of Rev. 
Dr. Charles H. Parkhurst, died at Lake 


Placid, N: Y. Mar. 20. 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 

Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 

This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Church. It is conducted 
by the three (English) Eastern Synods. The 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 
and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 
Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two years, leading to 
the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
free. 

For eatalogue or information address the 
President, 

REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 

Lancaster. Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 

Seven new buildings recently erected. 
The ‘“‘Fackenthal Laboratories” offers 
most complete equipment for work in the 
Sciences for pre-medical students. The 
new indoor Swimming Pool completes a 
very thorough equipment for athletics. 
The Plan of Comprehensive Final Exam- 
inations enriches the curriculum and 
provides for the most modern needs in 
education. 

Applications now being accepted for 
admission September 17, 1931. Write for 
catalog. 


HENRY, HARPER EAD 2D ule Ls 


President. 


URSINUS COLLEGE 
Greorce L. Omwake, LL. D., President 


Offers instruction providing a liberal 
education and special preparation for the 
ministry, religious education, law, public 


service, medicine, teaching, physical 
education, social service and business. 
Expenses held to a minimum. Freshman 


class limited to 200. Members of the 
Reformed Church advised to enroll early. 


For information address 
FRANKLIN J. SHEEDER, Jr. 
Assistant to the President 


Collegeville Pennsylvania 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


BOYD EDWARDS, D. D., 8. T. D. 


Headmaster, Mercersburg, Pa. 


~ Hood College 


For Young Women 
FREDERICK, MARYLAND 


Accredited college for women. A.B., 
and B.S. in Home Economics. 
Teacher-training. Twelve modern, 
well-equipped buildings, including 
new dormitory. 125 acres. 

For catalogue address 


REGISTRAR, 
HOOD COLLEGE, Frederick, Md. 
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What it calls “guarded” approval of 
birth control is given in a statement issued 
Mar. 20 by the Federal Council of Churches 
of Christ in America through its Commit- 
tee on Marriage and the Home. The re- 
port has been approved by the administra- 
tive committee of the council. 

The number of unemployed in the United 
States in late January was estimated by 
Secretary of Commerce Lamont at 6,050,- 


000. These are the persons out of a job, 
able to work and looking for a job. 
The number of laws confronting the 


American citizens was increased by 1,524 
by the recent Congress. According to the 
Congressional Record 25,000 Federal laws 
have been enacted during the present cen- 
tury. 

A customs union has been agreed upon 
by the German and Austrian Governments, 
it has been officially announced. 

Cigarette consumption rises 17 tons a 
day in 16 years, according to a recent re- 
port. The revenue of the Federal Govern- 
ment, through the tax on cigarettes, 
amounted to $359,816,275 in 1929. 

What is said to be the largest artificial 
lake in the World is being created at the 
Bagnell Dam at Damsite, Mo., built at a 
total cost of $33,000,000. The lake will 
have a shore line of 1,500 miles. 

57% of the inhabitants of Germany are 
now employed in gainful occupations, 
which is 9,000,000 more persons than dur- 
ing the days before the war. Although the 
population is about the same this increase 
is due to the entrance of German women 
into all branches of business. In addition, 
the whole class which lived on inherited 
property has disappeared and the children 
must seek jobs. 

The total national wealth of the United 
States in 1929 amounted to $361,800,000,- 
000, and the national income was $84,- 
000,000,000, according to estimates recent- 
ly made public by the National Industrial 
Conference Board. The per capita wealth 
in 1929 was $2,977 and the per capita in- 
come was $692 for that year. New York 
State was in 21st place, with a per capita 
wealth of $3,276 in 1929. Nevada held first 
place with $6,318 per capita. After Nevada, 
the wealthiest States in the order named 
were South Dakota, Montana, Iowa, Ne- 
braska, Idaho and Wyoming even, and 
Oregon, all with more than $4,000 for each 
inhabitant. 

Mrs. La Salle Corbell Pickett, author and 
widow of General George Edward Pickett, 
famous Confederate soldier, who led the 
historic cavalry charge at the Battle of 
Gettysburg, died in Washington at the 
age of 83. 

The State Senate of New York by a 
strictly party vote of 26 to 24 adopted 
Mar. 23 a resolution for an investigation 
of the government of New York City by 
a legislative committee consisting of 3 
Senators and 4 Assemblymen. 


The Methodist Seminaries, Drew, at Madi- 
ison, N. J., and the one at Nanking, China, 
will share $25,000,000 of the Wendel estate 
in New York City. The estate is put at 
$75,000,000. Flower Hospital, New York 
Society for the Relief of the Ruptured and 
Crippled, and St. Christopher’s Home for 
Children at Dobbs Ferry, N. Y., each re- 
ceive $12,500,000. 

With wheat prices breaking sharply on 
the Chicago market because of the Farm 
Board’s decision to buy no more of the new 
crop for price stabilization, it became evi- 
dent that agricultural relief would again 
become a dominant issue, politically as well 
as economically. 

The work of women in alleviating suf- 
fering caused by the drought and unem- 
ployment was praised in a radio address 
Mar. 23 by Mrs. Herbert Hoover, delivered 
over the network of the National Broad- 
casting Co. 

This quarter’s loss in income tax may 
reach $209,000,000. But the treasury offi- 
cials are still hopeful for raising debt 
rather than increasing taxes. 

President Hoover received a great wel- 
come in Porto Rico on his landing there 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Cedar Crest College 
The Reformed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D. 
President 
A. B. and B. S. Degrees 


Religious Education and Social Service es- 
pecially commended by our Church leaders. 
Exceptional Opportunities for Permanent 
Investments. Confer with the President 
or his Field Associate, Rev. George W. 
Spotts, Telford, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Pennsylvania 


Lancaster 


A College Preparatory School for Boys 


Entered more than 1000 boys to some 
70 colleges in the last 28 years. Fine 
school home, thorough work and helpful 
supervision. Moderate cost. 


Send for illustrated catalogue. 
EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. Pd.D., 
Principal 


Catawba College 
_ Salisbury, N.C. 


offers annuity contracts which provide ;.. 
six to eight per cent income during the. 


life of one or two annuitants. A large in- 
come without trouble, worry or risk, plus 


the satisfaction of helping in a great cause... 


Let Your Gift to Catawba 
Pay You a Life Income. 


Write for booklet of information. 


ELMER R. HOKE, Ph.D., President 
Salisbury, N. C. 


HEIDELBERG COLLEGE 


TIFFIN, OHIO 


A STANDARD COLLEGE FOUNDED 1850 
CO-EDUCATIONAL 
College of Arts and Science 
Conservatory of Music 
School of Oratory 
Art Department 


Heidelberg insists upon high standards of 
scholarship, personal contact with mature teachers, 
an unmistakable Christian atmosphere, and _ the 
minimum expense. 


During the College year 1929-30 Heidelberg had 
sixteen debates with other colleges and won ten 
ef them; one hundred and twenty-four debates in 
twenty-three years—eighty-nine victories and thirty- 
five defeats. 


For free catalogue write to 
CHARLES E. MILLER, D.D., LL.D. 
President. 


Mar. 23. He made a brief address at 
Ponce, then had a 90-mile drive to San 
Juan, where he was the guest of Governor 
and Mrs. Theodore Roosevelt. He dined 
with the officials, and left for the Virgin 
Islands Mar. 24. 

Short wave wireless telephone communi- 
cation between the Pacific Coast and 
Hawaii and the Far East, is now being 
developed by the American Telephone and 
Telegraph Co., and will be put in opera- 
tion in 1932. 

The annual clinical session of the Amer- 
ican College of Physicians, attended by 
more than 1,500 prominent physicians from 


all over the country, opened at Baltimore 


Mar. 23. 
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EASTER GREETINGS 

(Continued from page 2) 
a deeper sense of her duty and a newer 
interest in religion is felt everywhere. We 
have ourselves at last learned that if we 
want the reward that follows self-sacrifice, 
we must not falter at the offering. If 
we want real Haster joy we must not hesi- 
tate to do something for Christ and His 
Church and for her institutions. 

Your work, your sacrifice, your success 
ot the past, will not warrant your success 
for the future. If you have done much for 
your Church in the past, the future re- 
quires of you to do more. The demands 
in your Church will not decrease, but they 
must of necessity become greater with 
every year. 

The Church and her institutions do not 
dare to go backward, but forward. For 
these reasons the Board of Trustees of The 
Home for the Aged of Upper Sandusky, 
‘Ohio, calls upon all members to increase 
not only their financial support, but espe- 
cially their general interest in the aged 
residents at our Home, and their earnest- 
ness and faithfulness in prayer. If you 
love your Church and her Home for the 
Aged as much as Christ wants you to 
love them, you must be willing to make 
any and every sacrifice. This is what the 
Home asks of you, and if you respond cheer- 
fully, your Easter joy will remain with you 
through coming times. 

The Board of Trustees wishes all a 
happy Easter time, praying God’s blessing 
upon all. 

Troy A. Dahn, Secy.-Treas., 
216 Hathaway St., Toledo, Ohio. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


The Liberty Bells of Pennsylvania, by the 
Rev. John Baer Stoudt, D.D., Philadel- 
phia, William J. Campbell, 1930. $3.50. 
By this volume, which was originally 

published as part of Vol. XXXVII of the 

proceedings of the Pennsylvania German 

Society, Dr. Stoudt has filled up an evi- 

dent gap in the historical literature of 

Pennsylvania. No other writer had at- 

tempted the same subject before. As a 

result, the author had to search far and 

wide for the materials of his volume. It 
represents a vast amount of original re- 
search, which deserves unqualified praise. 

The larger part of the volume takes up 
the history of the famous Liberty Bell, 
which hangs in the State House at Phila- 
delphia. In the first place, the author re- 
counts the events leading up to the Declar- 
ation of Independence. He shows what 
part the historic bell had in that great 
event. In recounting the history of this 
famous bell, the author has the opportunity 
of correcting numerous errors that have 
been current regarding it. Thus, for ex- 
ample, it has been commonly supposed that 
it got its name from the fact that it rang 
out the liberty proclaimed by Congress on 
July 4, 1776. In reality, as Dr. Stoudt 
shows, it did not ring on July 4 at all, but 
on July 8, 1776, when the Declaration of 
Independence was first publicly read from 
an elevated scaffolding in the eourt yard 
of the State House in Philadelphia. How- 
ever, the bell did not get its name from 
that incident. It had that name long be- 
fore that date. It was ordered by the 
Assembly of the Province on October 16, 
1751. It had inscribed upon it the verse 
of Leviticus 25:10, which reads: “Ye shall 
hallow the fiftieth year and proclaim lib- 
erty throughout the land.” The bell cele- 
brated by its inscription the fiftieth anni- 
versary of the granting of the ‘Charter 
of Liberties by William Penn, on October 
26, 1701. This is but a sample of the 
many new facts regarding the Liberty 
Bell, which Dr. Stoudt has brought to light 
by his thorough investigation. 

But. the book corrects not only numerous 
misconceptions which have been in vogue 
regarding the Liberty Bell; it also traces, 
with much detail and elaborate presenta- 
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MESSENGER 


FOR WORKERS WITH 


CHILDREN 


SONG AND PLAY FOR 
CHILDREN 


Work Songs, well-known Folk 
i Games and Simple Marches; Songs 


Songs, Animal Songs; Songs for 


CS: AND 


on Friendliness and Services; | SONC 
Songs of Family Life, Songs for [#8 A 


Be ) : » Special Days. Hymns; Missionary ~~ 7 oe 
» SONGS:FOR ' Songs; Seasonal Songs, Nature © 9 AS 


& j _ Beginners’ Children; Music to sug- 
: Pp ‘m  gest desirable moods. Cloth, $1.25. 


SONGS FOR LITTLE PEOPLE 
Many “Little People’ sing with 
great enjoyment the songs Miss 
Danielson has given them. Because 
of her sympathy and understand- 
ing, she knew which of the old 
songs to retain, and of the new 
only those that are good in music 
and sentiment have been included. 


1505 Race St. 


Price, $1.25. 


PRIMARY 
Music 
AND 


WoRSHIP 


for 
Church meno! 

an 

Home.” 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


OF THE REFORMED CHURCH 
IN THE UNITED STATES 


Philadelphia, Pa, 


PRIMARY MUSIC AND WORSHIP 


This Primary book upholds the same 
dignity of worship which characterizes 
both the Junior Chureh School Hymnal and 
the Church School Hymnal for Youth al 
ready issued, and completes the third step 
in the Age-Group Program of worship. It 
has been prepared especially for children 
ages 6 to 8 years and provides this group 
with comprehensive hymns, songs, supple- 
mental and instrumental music, and sugges- 
tions for music and worship in the reli- 
gious development of their lives. 


Contents: 


THEMATIC LIST OF CONTENTS 
12 PAGES OF SUGGESTIONS 

16 INSTRUMENTAL SELECTIONS 
INDEX OF FIRST LINES 

185 HYMNS 


Price: Cloth Binding, $1.25 Postpaid 


HANDWORK FOR THE LITTLE 
BEGINNER 


SOMETHING FOR TINY HANDS TO DO 
By Lillie A. Faris 
(For Children from Three to Six Years) 


Just what teachers of little children every- 
where have been looking for in handwork— 
something simple in design and understanding, 
and yet linked up with the child's idea of 
God's gifts to us. 


Here is a set of clear, meaningful outlines, 
which any little Beginner at home or in the 
Bible school can appreciate and color and en- 
joy to the fullest. 


The great lessons of God’s care and love are 
all the more deeply impressed because of this 
appreciation and enjoyment. 


Little children everywhere love birds, flowers, 
animals and fruits, and these are the pleasing 
subjects chosen for the fifty-two outlines which 
compose this set. 


With each outline there is a short rhyme for 
the child’s memory work, and because it is oft 
repeated by teacher or mother, and because it 
has been especially provided for the little 
Beginner, it also has an appeal that becomes 
really a part of the work, and, ere one is 
aware, the child has memorized it, and it is far 
ubove our poor power to measure the good 
this sentiment may do. Complete set of fifty- 
two, in folder. Price, 35e. 


tion of original documents, the later event- 
ful history of the bell, down to Washing- 
ton’s birthday in 1835, when by celebrat- 
ing that day the bell was cracked, and 
even its later history down to the Sesqui- 
Centennial of the Declaration of Independ- 
ence in 1926. 


In the latter part of the volume Dr. 
Stoudt tells for the first time the history 
of seven county bells, which took part in 
the first Proclamation of Liberty on July 
8, 1776. These were the liberty bells of 
Easton, Allentown, Berks, Lancaster, 
Lebanon, York and Chester counties. Six 
of these bells were assembled by Dr. Stoudt 
for the Sesqui-Centennial at Philadelphia 
in October, 1926. All of them had interest- 


ing histories, which were well worth pre- 
serving. 

The book of Dr. Stoudt is beautifully 
illustrated and well documented. It de- 
serves a place in the historical literature 
of the State and ought to have numerous 
readers to enjoy this excellent presenta- 
tion of the stirring scenes which it relates. 

W. J. iH. 


Oe ARY 


G. WM. SHAFFER 


Elder G. Wm. Shaffer, the treasurer of 
St. Paul’s Classis for the past 9 years, de- 


parted “to be at home with the Lord,” on 


Mar. 10. He was a faithful memberot 
St. Paul’s Church, Meadville, Pa., serving. 
the congregation for many years, first as” 
deacon and later as elder. He ‘often rep- 
resented the congregation at Classis and 
Synod meetings. Funeral services were 
held at the Church, a number of the min- 
isters and elders of the Classis attending. 
Revs. J. Ira Gass, Ellis S. Hay, D.D., Paul 
J. Dundore, D.D., and Wm. H. Diefen- 


derfer assisted in the services. Rey. W. 
H. Kerschner spoke in behalf of Classis, 
and the pastor, Rev. B. H. Holtkamp, de- 


livered the eulogy. The attendance at the 
service was large. lle 


HARRY J. HUNSICKER 


Harry J. Hunsicker was born at Lehigh- 
ton, Pa., in 1879, the son of Edwin D. 
Hunsicker and his wife, Susan (nee Bal- 
liet). He was educated in the Lehighton 
schools, graduating from the high school in 
1897. He at once entered Pennsylvania 
State College, and was graduated from the 
engineering department in 1901 with the 
degree of Bachelor of Science in Engineer- 
ing. His standing in college was such 
that he was offered a position by the Gen- 
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MORALS OF TOMORROW 


By RALPH W. SOCKMAN 


HE widely known 
Ree of the Mad- 

ison Avenue Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, 
New York, and Presi- 
dent of the Greater New 
York Federation of 
Churches, discusses 
frankly and _ fearlessly 
the vanishing sense of 
sin, the challenging of 
old authorities, and the 
need for moral disci- 
pline. Writing with his 
accustomed clarity and 
vigor, he develops a 
practical artistry of 


Enthusiastic Endorsements 
The Christian Century— 
“Combines clear thinking, ethical sensitive- 


ness, and brilliant writing. On every page 
is the flair for an expressive phrase, a gift 
for epigram, for fresh and illuminating 
illustration, which have made Dr. Sock- 
man’s preaching so notable and effective. 
In the midst of many ‘books of the month’ 
of all sorts and variety, this is the book 
of the year.” 


The Philadelphia Public Ledger— 


“An epoch-making work. It is not too much 


to say that it is essential for the thinking 
individual.” 


The New York Times— 


“Noteworthy in thought, style and text. Ex- 


pressed with deep conviction and intellec- 
tual integrity by a clear-thinking mind.” 


The New York Sun— 
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eral Electric Company, of Schenectady, N. 
Y., three months before he was graduated. 


He remained with this company until 1903, $2.50 J 


“A thoughtful and eloquent book. Dr. Sock- 

man faces the issue from the background 
of his pragmatic principle that morality |f 
must be tested by its fruits in human wel- |B 
fare and human happiness.” 


RELIGION AND THE NEXT GENERATION 


By Epwin Ewart AUBREY 


conduct. 2nd printing. 


when he received the appointment as engi- 
neer in charge of construction work of the 
Hudson River Water Company, at Glens 
Falls, N. Y. He was soon promoted to the 
position of chief engineer and had usually 
about 30 engineers under him. He remain- 
ed until 1912, when he accepted a similar 
position with the Adirondack Electric 
Power Company. In 1920 he received a 
promotion to a similar position, at a higher 
salary, with the Adirondack Power and 
Light Corporation, remaining until 1927, 
when the New York Power and Light 
Company was organized, a large holding 
company with many subsidiaries. In this 
new company he held the position of Chief 
Civil and Mechanical Engineer until his 
death, and had over 40 engineers under 
his direction. 


He passed away after only three days’ 
sickness, at Albany, N. Y., on the morning 
of Mar, 6, and was buried at Lehighton, 
Pa., his boyhood home and still the home 
of his family. Although his work made it 
necessary for him to make his home at 


This book will help two groups of people: those who are trying to find 
spiritual satisfaction but cannot accept traditional religious teachings, and 
those who, themselves perplexed, must help younger folk to find a whole- 
some religion. Dr. Aubrey goes behind creeds to those basic human needs |f 
which gave them birth. By this approach through the psychology of the 
emotional life he comes to a consideration of the great religious ideas of |} 
God, prayer, and worship with a significant new angle. Dr. Aubrey, of the 
Divinity School of the University of Chicago, is one of the most brilliant of |f 
the younger theologians. $2.00 


A COUNTRY PARSON — ‘ ) 
LOOKS AT RELIGION 


Albany and other places, he retained his STILL BEST 
membership in the Reformed Church at By Haroip AYDE PRICHARD | 
Lehighton, and the pastor, the Rey. Paul SELLERS 


Removed from the clamor of city life and 


of conflicting dogmas, Canon Prichard, rector THE STORY OF 


of St. Mark’s Church, Mt. Kisco, N. Y., here RELIGIONS IN AMERICA 


writes tranquilly and stimulatingly about the By Wes See taeaae 


problems of modern life and religion. He 
writes searchingly of God and Man, the Bible 
and the Church, the Creeds and Immortality 
and other subjects close to the Christian 
heart. $2.25 


GOD IN CHRISTIAN 
EXPERIENCE 


R. Pontius, officiated at his funeral. 


He is survived by his father and mother 
and by five sister :Agnes Hunsicker, a 
graduate of the Drexel Institute, Phila., 
and of Teachers’ College, Columbia Uni- 
versity; Anna Hunsicker, a graduate of 
the Kutztown Normal School; Mamie Hun- 
sicker, a graduate of the Stroudsburg Nor- 
mal School; Helen Hunsicker, who lives at 
home; and Mrs. W. C. Bartges, of Drexel 
Hall Pa. : 


He was never married. He was deeply 
devoted to his father, mother and sisters, 
and they were equally devoted to him. 
While finding no leisure for travel, he 


THINGS I KNOW IN 
RELIGION 


By Joseph Fort Newton 
$2.00 


WORSHIP THROUGH 
DRAMA 


By O. P. Goslin @ 
R. C. Alexander $5.00 


LIFE OF PHILLIPS i 


never permitted the exactions of his re- BROOKS 
sponsible work to interfere with his regu- By Dean W. R. MATTHEWS By Bishop William q 
lar visits to them. His career as an engi- y Lawrence $2.06 


neer was a brilliant one. He was well 
known and had high standing among the 
engineers of Power and Light Companies 
of New York. His men were devoted to 
him; and the president of his company 
wrote a touching letter to his father and 
mother expressing his personal affection 
for him as well as his high appreciation 
of, his ability. 


He left a considerable estate, all of 
which he haduwilled to his father and 
mother and his sisters, 


Mr. Hunsicker was a man of rare char- 
acter and also of rare ability. He was a 
Mason, a member of the American Tnsti- 
tute of Electrical Engineers, and of the 
National Electric Light Asssociation. 


King’s College, London. 


The personal problem of man’s experience 
of God, the theological problem of the Trin- 
ity, the social problem of God in the modern 
world, are positively dealt with and backed 
by a rich fund of scholarship. The final con- 
clusion seems to preserve the reality of human 
freedom in the domain of an over-ruling 
Divine purpose. $3.00 
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